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Happy birthday to those 
students and staff who 
have and who will 
celebrate their birthday this 
week!:

❖ Kai Prep
❖ Anita N Yr 6

“Never see a need without doing something about it.”

Last Monday we celebrated the feast of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, the first 
Australian saint by having a paraliturgy in her honour. Mary was a person of 
great faith and hope.

Mary believed that God would look after her and provide her with the things she 
needed to help others. Mary didn’t worry because she was a person of hope and 
courage.

Mary shows us how to be trusting and patient and to know that God loves us and 
will look after us.

Prayer

God of compassion, God of all people, 
we praise you for your servant, 

Mary MacKillop, who gave her life 
to serve you in the poor and oppressed.

As she is honoured in our world, 
may we continue to learn to share her vision.

Help us to recognise, as she did, 
that the poor of our time will hear the gospel 

in the way we serve them. 
Be with us as we strive to follow her 

and carry out our mission of service and care. 

Amen
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Dear families,

It is hard to believe that we are halfway through Term 3. As the old saying goes, ‘time flies when you’re 
having fun (and learning)!’

On Monday we celebrated the Feast of Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop) with a whole school 
paraliturgy that was led by our Year 6 captains. Being Australia’s first saint obviously makes this feast 
day significant but also her contribution to education endears her to schools. Together with Fr Julian 
Tenison Woods, she founded the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart and established a 
number of schools and welfare institutions throughout Australasia with an emphasis on 
education for the poor, particularly in country areas. She is truly a great role model for all Australians.

We had the first of our 3 Open Days for this term on Wednesday which allowed families to see all 
the things we offer here at St Gerard’s. If you know of families who are looking for a school for 2023 
they are more than welcome to come at a time that suits them or they can contact the Office or email: 
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au to arrange a meeting and school tour with myself. Our 
next Open Day is next Tuesday 16 August, with the third being on Thursday 1 September.

On Thursday we had the first of our class masses with Year 1/2FW celebrating with their families 
in their classroom. I would like to thank Fr Shanthaiah for coming into our school to celebrate mass 
and to the children for their enthusiastic participation. It was wonderful to have so many families come 
and be part of this sharing of our faith. I would like to also acknowledge the work of Ms Fernandez, 
Mrs Wilson and Mrs Lan (student teacher) for creating this prayerful opportunity for our children.

A reminder to families in cars to reduce the traffic congestion in McNab Court. Families that arrive 
before 3.25pm are asked to park in the carpark. Joining the drop off/ pick up line creates a 
backlog of cars which causes issues and does not allow families wishing to park access to the 
carpark.

As a school we will be attending the 9.15am parish mass next Monday 15 August to celebrate the 
Feast of the Assumption. Families are more than welcome to come with us as we join with 
parishioners for this very special event in the Church year. 

Lastly, Rapid Antigen Tests (RAT’s) are available for all students and can be collected from the 
School Office.

Please continue to stay safe and God bless.

Paul Cowan.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Sacrament Dates, 2022

First Communion: (Grade 4)

First Communion Reflection Day: Tuesday, 23rd August (children may wear casual clothes)
First Communion: Saturday, 27th August, 5:30 pm & 

Sunday, 28th August, 10:30 am
First Communion Assembly: Friday, 2nd September, 2:50 pm

Whole School Mass
Feast of the Assumption at 9:15 (Parish Mass)   Monday, 15th August:   

Other Important Dates:         
Talent Quest Auditions:   Week 10

St Gerard’s Talent Quest Auditions
Early next term, as part of our celebrations for our Feast Day and raising awareness for Mission Month, we will 
be holding our annual Talent Quest. Children will need to audition for this event in the last week of term.

Participants at our Celebration of Saint 
Mary of the Cross MacKillop
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
First of our class masses with Year 1/2FW celebrating with their families in their classroom.
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WELLBEING NEWS

Give Me 5 News

This week our whole school focused on being Cooperative in the Learning 
Areas.

To be cooperative in the learning areas we need to:

● ·         Follow directions
● ·         Move Safely
● ·         Stay on task
● ·         Share with others and help each other

Next week the students will be participating in a lesson where they will 
discuss if certain scenarios are showing examples of cooperative or not.
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WELLBEING NEWS

What do we mean by digital mental health?

Digital mental health refers to services delivered via digital platforms online, mobile or via the phone.

It also encompasses the use of social media and online support communities, which allows people 
to connect with others who are going through similar experiences or who share their interests.

Digital mental health services can be accessed in a confidential way – allowing children and young 
people to reach out for support when they may not be able to access support in the learning 
environment or broader community.

Online support services have been shown to support children and young people’s learning, 
development, social networks, mental health and wellbeing. It can also provide access to 
opportunities to connect with others, and gain support, through the development of new skill sets to 
complement and build on their existing social and emotional competencies.

There are a range of online sites, services and supports available specifically for young people. The 
Be You Wellbeing Tools for Students is your essential guide to the online tools and other resources 
that will best support children and young people in taking care of their own mental health. 
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WELLBEING NEWS

The Student Representative Council (SRC) is made up of a group of students who want to help other 
students by presenting ideas which are of benefit to all students.  The SRC also informs its peers of 
any important information which affects the student body. 

On Thursday 10th August the Semester Two SRC reps attended their first meeting. 

The students discussed their role as an SRC member and began discussing ways to make St 
Gerard’s an even better place.
A big congratulation to the following students who were voted in by their class members to be an 
SRC rep for Semester Two 2022. 

Prep B- Rihan and Layla

1/2FW- Shaun and Roy

1/2L- Bhanuri and Rafael

3S- Gabriel and Sofiya

4/5T- Luke and Elana

5/6O- Steve and Ella
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WELLBEING NEWS

Feedback/ Ideas: 

SRC’s are given a formal ‘voice’ within the school.  They have had an opportunity to share their say in why 
they want to be a SRC leader.

Elana:  I want to be an SRC leader because i have never been a leader before.

Luke:  I want to be an SRC leader because I want to address the issue of rubbish in the school.

Rafael:  I want to be an SRC leader because I like to learn from others during meetings.

Bhanuri:  I want to be an SRC leader because I want to make a change to the school so that it is a better 
place.

Gabriel:  I want to be an SRC leader because I like to discuss important issues with my class.

Rihan:  I want to be an SRC leader because I like helping people.

Layla:  I want to be an SRC leader because I like helping people.

Roy: I want to be an SRC leader because I can learn some things that I have not learned before. 

Shaun:  I want to be an SRC leader because I can add new features to the school to make it a better 
place. 

Ella: I want to be an SRC leader because an SRC leader is not only to make an impact to the school but to 
the teachers and students. 
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MARKET STALL
Our second garden market stall for Term 3 will be held next Thursday 18th August at 3:20pm in the 
church car park.

We will be selling eggs, lettuce, oranges, lemons, parsley, mandarins, olives, plants and rosemary.

A big thank you to our beautiful students who work in the garden on a daily basis!

Get in quick to pick up a bargain! 

Chicken Eggs For Sale

St Gerard’s would like to offer 
families the opportunity to 
purchase delicious organic 
eggs laid by our resident flock 
of chickens.

You can purchase these eggs 
from the school office at a cost 
of $6 per dozen.

All proceeds from the sale of 
the eggs will go towards 
purchasing food for our 
feathered friends.

Please email Nicole Fernandez 
if you would like to purchase 
some eggs. 
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BOOK WEEK 2022
Dear Families,

 

From Monday 22nd August to Friday 26th August, St. 
Gerards will be celebrating Book Week 2022!
The theme for this year’s Book Week is ‘Dreaming 
with eyes open…’

Each morning during this week families are invited to 
read a book with their child / ren from 8:15am to 8.30am, 
in the Library.

We have an exciting Book Week planned.

This year’s activities include:
●   Dress Up Day

Dress up day will be held on Thursday the 
25th of August. Students are invited to 
dress up as their favorite book character! 
There will be prizes for the best costume.

●   Surprise Reader
Another fun activity planned is our surprise reader, who will read a book to the school through the 
PA system.

●   Class Competitions
Thanks to our Classroom teachers who are planning exciting class competitions and fun activities 
throughout the day.

●   A visit from Lamont Book Fair
From Monday 29th August to Friday 2nd September Lamont Book Fair will be visiting our school.
The trollies will be set up in the Library. Parents and students will be able to purchase books 
between 8.45 to 9.15 am and also from 3.15 to 3.45 pm.

Costume ideas:
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UNFORM SHOP ONLINE ORDERS
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Please note the following changes in relation to uniform purchases for St Gerard’s Primary School:

Uniforms can now be purchased in the following ways:

Option 1 - Online Order

Access to our Online Ordering System

1. www.aplusschoolwear.com.au
2. Go to SHOP ONLINE NOW (red box)
3. Select your school
4. Uniform listing with images will appear.

Select items you are wishing to purchase:

Style
Size
Colour
Quantity
Add items to bag

5. Once all items are added to bag, proceed to checkout.

6. Select delivery options

a. Pick up from school (free) in comments section please enter your child's name and class

b. Pick up from A Plus Schoolwear (free) 

c. Postal address (delivery charges will apply)

7. Either checkout as guest, returning customer or create a new account.

Orders placed by Sunday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday                             

Option 2 - Fill out the order form and leave it at the school office.
 Orders received by Friday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday

RETURNS
Can be given to the school office and will be either exchanged or refunded by A Plus School wear.

Should you have any queries regarding the above, please contact A Plus Schoolwear

9354 8345 or email angie@agsprints.com.au



❖ Ukraine Support Fund

❖ Dandenong Basketball - New Information

❖ Lyndale United Football Club (Soccer)
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We have requests from a number of community groups to promote their activities and 
services. Flyers are placed on our Community Notice Boards located in the courtyard and a 
current list is contained in this newsletter. 

❖ Lysterfield Basketball Club

❖ Swimland Swim Club

❖ Springvale Indoor Sports

ST GERARD’S OHSC

If you would like to enrol your child, 
please do so by contacting Marina.

Contact
Marina Walallawita  0402192685
Nominated Supervisor/Educational 
Leader OSHC


