
 

 

 

 

St Gerard’S CatHOLIC  

Primary School 
71 Gladstone Rd, North Dandenong 3175 
Ph: 9791 7553 www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au 

NEWSLETTER 
 15 March 2019 

Wednesday, 20 March 

 Playgroup—9:00 – 10:30 am 

 Open Morning at St Gerards—
9:15 am—11:00 am 

 

Thursday, 21 March 

 Harmony Day 

 Please be advised that the 
Gr 6 confirmation night has 
been postponed and you will 
be notified once a new date 
has been confirmed 

 
Friday, 22 March 

 Sporting Schools—students 
wear sports uniform 

 Gardening/Cooking—1/2FP 

 National Ride to School Day 

School Prayer 
 

God, our Father, as 
members of the Parish 

Community of St Gerard’s 
we praise you for your love.  

May we grow stronger in 
faith and hope, and may our 
love for each other, become 

deeper in our daily lives.  
Grant this through your Son, 

and our brother, Jesus 
Christ,  

 
AMEN 

Forgiving and being reconciled with those we have fallen out with or hurt 
is probably one of the most challenging things we face in life. 

Is ‘just forgetting’ some unpleasant situation with a friend or relative 
enough? That would be like leaving a sore uncleansed, unattended. The 
result is that it festers. As believers in Jesus we can apply words of love 
with all their healing power. 

Jesus wants us to have right and loving relationships, especially within 
our own families. He wants us to forgive and ask for forgiveness. He asks 
us not to condemn, not to hold any anger against anyone but to replace 
resentment with love and mercy. In short, Jesus calls us to love others as 
fully as he has loved us. 

Am I willing to humble myself and go to someone with whom I have 
strained feelings? Jesus will help! 

 

Fee Payment 
Agreement 

Please ensure you 
have returned your 

Fee Payment 
Agreement to Rachel 

in the Front Office. 



 

 

acting PRINCIPAL NEWS 

GOOD STUDENT BEHAVIOUR 
 
This week I would like to highlight the good behaviour of our students. There have been a number of excursions this 
term and I have had reports back from both teachers and parents that the behaviour of our students has been 
excellent. This behaviour is a result of good parenting and the teaching and programming at St. Gerard’s. We have 
implemented strategies and practices to promote, recognise and strengthen positive student behaviour. Most of all it 
is up to the students to make good choices and they have been. Well done to them! 
 
ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE 
 
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 
behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group 
misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from 
happening.  (2019 Bullying No Way!) 
 
All through the year we work to stop bullying by teaching our students what to do if they are being bullied and how not 
to be the bullying party. We do this through our Give Me Five Week at the beginning of the year, the teaching of 
Social and Emotional Learning and Cyber Safety lessons each week and by following the Positive Behaviours for 
Learning. 
 
We are aware of the potential harmful effects of bullying, including online bullying (cyberbullying) on young people 
and take reports of bullying seriously. If your child identifies that they are being bullied it is important to speak to your 
child’s teacher or to myself. 
 
You can also go to the website Bully No Way! to find more information: https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying 

 
ST GERARD’S OPEN DAY - SHARE THIS NEWS! 
 
This Wednesday 20th March from 9.30 to 11.00. If you have any friends or relatives who are looking for a school for 
their child please pass on this information. 
 
Please share the news that St. Gerard’s is an excellent school with new buildings, enormous grounds and excellent 
academic results. If they cannot attend on this day just ring the school and we will organise another date and time. 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Carol Stewart 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/WhatIsBullying


 

 

 

Level Masses: 
Prep and Years 5/6  Thursday, 21st March at 9:15 
 
Other Important Dates for Term 1 
Sunday, 17th March  St Patrick’s Feast Day         
Tuesday 2nd April  The Passion at 2pm followed by Hot Cross Buns for parents afterwards 
 

Sacrament Dates, 2019 
First Reconciliation:  (Grade 3) 
First Reconciliation  Thursday 13th June at 10:15 
 

Confirmation:  (Grade 6) 
Confirmation Information  
Night:      The date for this event has been postponed and we will advise when a 
    new date has been confirmed 
Confirmation   Sunday 28th July at 3pm 
 

First Communion:   (Grade 4) 
First Communion  Sunday 8th September at 2pm  
 

The Passion 
Please mark this significant event into your diaries and arrange to have some time off work if needs be to 
see The Passion. 
 
The Passion is in Holy Week. Our faith journey with Jesus in Holy Week sees us remembering his last 
days and moments. It is a journey of jubilation, of anxiety and suffering, of humiliation and abandonment, 
of dying on a cross. 
 

During the Passion we journey with Jesus towards the cross and prepare to welcome him into our 
presence. 
 
The Passion will take place on Tuesday 2nd April at 2pm, followed by Hot Cross Buns served to parents. 
 

Palm leaves needed: 
If you have some palm leaves that can be used for props for The Passion, please bring them to Mrs 
Stack on Monday 1st April. 
 

Seasons - A Program for Grief and Loss 
Seasons is a peer support program for children and young people who are experiencing grief and loss in 
their lives. This loss may be the result of a death, separation or divorce. 
 
This valuable program will become available in term 2. 
 
If you have any questions about the program, please don’t hesitate to speak to Mrs Stack. 
 
Project Compassion 
Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Millions of Australians 
come together in solidarity with the world’s poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 
 

Project Compassion Boxes will be distributed to each class during Ash Wednesday Mass. Each class 
will have a target amount that they would like to raise during lent. Regular updates, by the Social Justice 
Leadership Team, with the amount raised so far will be announced at the school assembly. 
 

Rosary 
Each Tuesday we have a group that comes together to pray the rosary in the Church at first lunch, led by 
Jenny Gelderbloem from the Parish. Children are welcome to attend and encouraged to bring their own 
Rosary beads if they have them. Otherwise, Rosary beads will be provided. 
 

Meditation 
Thank you to everyone that has remembered that we begin each day with meditation. If you arrive late to 
school and the meditation bell has already gone, you need to wait in the office area until meditation time 
has finished. 
 

Altar boy training 
Altar boy training is in the Church at 5pm to 6:30pm every Thursday evening. If your son is interested in 
becoming an altar server, please contact Mrs Stack. 

 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  



 

 

CSEF 
Camps, Sports & Excursion 

Fund  

If you have a current Health 
Care Card like the one 

pictured below or  
Concession Card you may 

be eligible for CSEF. 
 

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
 

An application forms are 
available at the front office. 

Friday, 22 March is National Ride to School Day. Students are 
encouraged to walk or ride to school from home or from a nearby drop off 

point.  If your child doesn’t normally walk to school, you could do this 
together.  

 
Students who ride are given a sticker and the class who has the most 

students riding or walking get to keep our Ride to School trophy in their 
classroom for that month. 

 
Students can ride bikes, skateboards or scooters.  

 
They must wear a helmet at all times.  

 
Upon arrival at school, students must hop off their bike, scooter or 

skateboard and leave their bike or scooter in the area behind 1/2 B’s 
classroom. 

This week 3/4 L were in our Kitchen 
Garden preparing and making yummy 
Vietnamese rice paper rolls.   
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ST GERARD’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

71 Gladstone Road, North Dandenong  Vic  3175 

PHONE: 97917553  FAX:  97937633 

TERM 1 
Parent Calendar as at 15 March 2019 

WK Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1 28/1 29/1 30/1 31/1 1/2 

  

PUBLIC 

HOLIDAY 

NO STUDENTS 1 – 6 Students Start 
NO PREPS 

Prep Students Commence 
early dismissal, 1:00 pm 

Human Race Incursion Yr P-4 

Prep Students Early Dismissal, 
1:00 pm 

Whole School Mass – 12:00 
pm 

2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 

      NO PREPS 
Values for Life Yr 5 & 
6 Incursion 

Give Me 5 Twilight Evening 6 
– 8 pm 
  
Excel Music classroom visit 

Give Me 5 Assembly 2:45 pm 

3 11/2 12/2 13/2 14/2 15/2 

  YEAR 5/6 CAMP YEAR 5/6 CAMP YEAR 5/6 CAMP 

NO PREPS 

Excel Music lessons 
commence 

Gardening/cooking 5/6VT  

4 18/2 19/2 20/2 21/2 22/2 

      NO PREPS   Sporting Schools—students 
wear sports uniform 

Gardening/Cooking 5/60  

5 25/2 26/2 27/2 28/2 1/3 

    PARENT TEACHER 
CONVERSATIONS 

Ride to School 

Playgroup   
9 am-10:30 am 

PARENT TEACHER 
CONVERSATIONS 

Excursion Nazareth Taster 
Day—Yr 5  

Sporting Schools—students 
wear sports uniform 

Gardening/cooking 3/4L 

Yr 6 Excursion—”Pelican” 
catamaran (weather permitting) 

6 4/3 5/3 6/3 7/3 8/3 

    Shrove Tuesday 

 
Subway Lunch 
 
Yr 5/6 Cyber Safety 
Excursion—St Mary’s 
Primary School 11:30—
1:00 

 
Cyber Safety Staff & 
Parent info night 

Playgroup   
9 am-10:30 am 
 
Ash Wednesday 
Mass—12:00 pm 

  Excursion—St Gerard’s 
Athletics Day at Knox Athletics 
Track 

7 11/3 12/3 13/3 14/3 15/3 

  PUBLIC 
HOLIDAY 

Catholic 
Education Week: 
growing strong in 
Christ 

Prep & Yr 1/2 Literacy 
Evening – 7pm 

Homework Club 
 
Playgroup   
9 am-10:30 am 

  National Day of Action against 
Bullying & Violence 
 
Garden/cooking—3/4 S 

 
St Patrick’s Day Mass at 
Cathedral 
Children to wear a touch of 
green 
 
Sporting Schools– students to 
wear sports uniform 

17/3  St Patrick’s Feast Day 

8 18/3 19/3 20/3 21/3 22/3 

  

    Playgroup   
9 am-10:30 am 

Open Day at St 
Gerard’s Primary 
School 

Harmony Day 

 

Sporting Schools—students to 
wear sports uniform 

Gardening/Cooking—1/2 FP  

National Ride to School Day 

9 25/3 26/3 27/3 28/3 29/3 

    Ride to School Playgroup   
9 am-10:30 am 

    

10 1/4 2/4 3/4 4/4 5/5 

    The Passion Hot Cross 
Buns & afternoon tea for 
parents 

Playgroup   
9 am-10:30 am 

Subway Lunch LAST DAY OF TERM 1 
Finish – 2:30 pm 

Thursday, 18 April – Holy Thursday     Saturday, 20 April – Holy Saturday 
Friday, 19 April – Good Friday of Fast & Abstinence   Sunday, 21 April – Easter Sunday 


