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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear families,

I trust that all our mothers had a wonderful day last Sunday and the cards and gifts made by our 
children represented the love they have for you.

Our Year 6 children have completed their final preparations to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation tomorrow at 5.30pm. This involved them participating in a Reflection Day on 
Monday and a visit from Very Rev Fr Andrew Madry CR PP on Tuesday.  I would like to thank Mrs 
O’Brien and Mrs Te for preparing our children so well.  I ask that you keep these children and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers.  As a school community we will congratulate them at our 
Friday Assembly on 22 May.

We also had our First Eucharist Family Workshop on Thursday afternoon as preparations for this 
Sacrament of Initiation increases.

Thank you to all the families that have installed the nForma App, so that we can communicate and 
gain consent for excursions and events digitally.  I am asking families to please install this as soon as 
possible.  We will be having a ‘stock take’ next week to ensure all families are connected.  If you are 
experiencing any difficulties please come to the Office and we will be able to assist you. 

We are starting to experience some cooler weather, particularly in the morning, and with this 
weather comes coughs, colds and other illnesses.  While it can be challenging for families, for the 
health of students and staff, please do not send your child to school if they are unwell.  I thank 
you in advance for your support.

Looking to next week, we have our School Photos on Tuesday.  Information was sent out to 
families via Seesaw and nForma.  Orders need to be completed online and all children are asked to 
come in full school uniform. If your child has P.E. classes on this day they can bring their runners to 
change into.  Please come to the Office if you experience difficulties in ordering.

We have our Literacy Workshop Expo next Thursday night from 6.00pm - 7.15pm which will 
provide an opportunity for our families to see what we are currently doing in this vital area of the 
curriculum.  I look forward to seeing you all there.

Lastly, next Thursday, we have the first of our OPEN Days. This is an opportunity for prospective 
families to see all that we offer here at St Gerard’s.  If you know families who will be looking for a 
school in 2027, we would appreciate you letting them know of these dates. They may also arrange 
another time to visit our school by calling the School Office on 9791 7553 or emailing myself 
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au 
God bless.

Paul COWAN
PRINCIPAL
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Religious 

Sacraments 2026

First Communion: (Grade 4)

● Thursday, 11th June, 2026, First Communion Reflection Day
● Sunday, 14th June, 2026, First Communion, 10:30am 
● Friday, 19th June, 2026, First Communion Assembly in the PAC 

Confirmation: (Grade 6)

● Saturday, 16th May Confirmation 5:30pm (Vigil) Fr Madry CR, Episcopal Vicar, Southern Region
● 22nd May Confirmation Assembly in the PAC

Whole School Masses: 

● Monday 25th May          Our Lady Help of Christians at 9:15 
● Friday 12th June       The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus at 9:15 

 

Other Important Dates for Religion

Sorry Day Assembly:       26th May, 2:50 pm

Refugee Week Assembly:  19th June, 2:50
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Religious News
An Invitation to Bring Mary Home

We invite families to take the Our Lady statue into their home for a week as a special way to 
deepen family prayer time. Each family will receive a brochure with simple instructions for 
praying the Rosary, as well as a set of rosary beads. If you would like to take the Our Lady statue 
home, please let Mrs Stack know.

Lunchtime Rosary
The Legion of Mary Group is teaming up with the school 
to lead Rosary prayer sessions during lunch breaks. 
These will take place during the first lunch on Tuesdays in 
Weeks 4 and 8 of each term.
 

Altar Servers

Altar Server practice resumed on Thursday 29 January and will continue every Thursday evening at 5:30 pm 
at  St Gerard’s Church. To be eligible to serve, children must have received their First Communion.

This is a wonderful opportunity for young members of our parish to take part in the liturgy and learn the 
responsibilities of altar service.

For further information about practice times or eligibility, 
please contact the parish office on 9792 4422.

St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal:
We’re once again setting our sights on a full food cart for the St. Vincent de Paul Society Winter Appeal! 
Our Social Justice and Spirituality Leaders will begin gathering donated food items, with collections 
continuing through to the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. As always, there is a little friendly 
competition involved.  The class that contributes the most items will enjoy a well earned casual dress day.
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School Photos
School Photos 2026

Dear families,
 
Our 2026 School Photo Day is next Tuesday 19 May.
 
Please see the details below from Elite School Photography on how to order your 
photos. This involves ordering online via their website. 
https://eliteschoolphotography.com.au with the code: ESP202515
 
We ask that ALL children come to school in their FULL school uniform on this day.
 
There are some classes that have P.E. lessons on this day so they can bring their 
runners with them to change into for their class.
 
If you have any questions or encounter difficulties, please contact the School Office.
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Thursday Skipping
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Important Dates

Term 2, 2026 Dates

May

● 16th Confirmation at 5.30pm
● 19th School Photos
● 21st OPEN DAY
● 21st SUBWAY Lunch
● 21st Literacy Workshop Expo at 6.00pm
● 24th PENTECOST Sunday
● 25th Our Lady Help of Christians whole school mass at 9.15am
● 26th National Sorry Day
● 27th OPEN DAY
● 29th  Italian Day 

June

● 2nd OPEN DAY
● 8th King’s Birthday Public Holiday
● 11th Rosary with The Legion of Mary
● 11th First Communion Reflection Day
● 14th First Communion 10.30am
● 22nd - 24th Year 5/6 Camp
● 25th SUBWAY Lunch

● 26th End of Term 2 at 3.30p



Important Notes
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Medical Plans And 
Asthma Plans
This is a friendly reminder to provide the 
school with updated medical and 
asthma plans for 2024. If your child has 
asthma or requires other medications, 
please ensure that Ventolin, a spacer, 
and any necessary medications are 
supplied on the first day back to the 
school office.

All medications will be stored in 
individually labeled bags in the school 
office for safekeeping.

Any families who hold a 
current Health Care Card are 
asked to please provide a 
copy to the school office.

This will ensure you receive 
the MACS Concession on 
your school fees.

Please note, this must be a 
valid Centrelink Health Care 
Card. Private health 
insurance cards or Medicare 
cards are not eligible.



Important Information
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Chicken Eggs For Sale

· St Gerard’s would like to offer families the 
opportunity to purchase delicious organic eggs 
laid by our resident flock of chickens. 

• You can purchase these eggs from the school 
office at a cost of $8 per dozen. 

• All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go 
towards purchasing food for our feathered 
friends.

• Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw 
if you would like to purchase some eggs. 

Happy Birthday to all who have celebrated 
and will celebrate their birthdays, this week 
including this weekend and January.

● Every Day Counts - Primary School Attendance 
Information

● Springvale Indoor Sports - Indoor Soccer
● Mazenod College - Open Day Information


