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Tuesday, 19 November
● 4th Prep Orientation
● Year 6 Reflection Day

Wednesday, 20 November
● NO HOMEWORK CLUB

Friday, 22 November
Ride to School Day

Christmas Raffle
Volunteers Needed

We are wanting to 
organise a Christmas 
Raffle and would like 
volunteers to help 

organise the tickets and 
prizes.  If you are able 

to donate some of your 
time, please contact the 

office.. 

Living Rosary Invitation
Please join us for this beautiful 

St Gerard’s School tradition
Thursday, 21st November, 2019

11:45am in the Parish Hall
November 21st is the feast day of the Presentation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.
In honour of this special day, we will gather 

and pray the Living Rosary.
Please join us for this wonderful event to thank our 

Blessed Mother Mary and to ask for her guidance and 
protection.

We look forward to seeing you.
God Bless.

On Thursday, 21st November we celebrate the feast of the Presentation 
of Mary in the temple. This feast recalls a legend that Mary’s parents 
dedicated her to God at the temple when she was three years old. With 
prayers and offerings they dedicated her to God’s service.

Antonia, Duane and 
Jacob receiving their 
Premiers Reading 
Challenge awards

http://www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au


PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Whole School Masses:
Friday, 13 December:                 End of year Mass at 12:00
 
Level Masses:
Years Prep and 5/6:         Thursday, 28 November at 9:15
Years 1/2:                          Thursday, 21 November at 9:15
Years 3/4:                          Thursday, 5 December at 9:15

Important Dates for Term 4
Tuesday, 19 November: Year 6 Reflection Day
Thursday, 21 November: Whole School Living Rosary, 11:45 (The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Feast Day)
Friday, 29 November:  Advent Assembly at 2:30
Tuesday, 10 December:   Christmas Carols Evening
Thursday, 12 December:   Choir Christmas Carols Excursion
Friday, 13 December:  End of year Mass, 12 noon
Tuesday, 17 December:        Year 6 final assembly, 2pm and Graduation, 7pm

Altar boy training
Altar boy training is in the Church from 5pm to 6:30 pm every Thursday evening. Please contact Mrs Stack if you 
are interested in joining our dedicated team of Altar Servers.

Dear Families,

The weeks seem to be flying by this term and it is hard to believe that we are at the end of week 6. 

We recognised Remembrance Day on Monday at assembly and with a service over the PA system at 11.00am. It 
is important that we stop to remember the contribution so many people have made to allow us to have the life we 
do here in Australia. Thank you to our Social Justice Team for selling poppies and badges to support the work 
done by the RSL and thank you also to the people who bought them.

Our third 2020 Prep Orientation Session was held on Tuesday with families being given some practical 
strategies by 
Mrs Peres on promoting a love of books and reading.  We have a limited number of places available for Prep 
next year so if there are any families that have not enrolled their child please contact the office as soon as 
possible. Our final session is next Tuesday morning from 9.30am – 10.30am on November 19.

We also had our school disco on Tuesday night in the PAC. This was a wonderful and fun night with our 
students, families and staff dancing up a storm. It is events like this which remind us all of the great school 
community we have here at St Gerard’s. I would like to acknowledge Little and Trivial Events for the way the 
night was conducted.

Swimming concluded today (Friday) for all levels. Being able to swim and being safe around water are vital life 
skills for everyone. In addition to these, there are other important skills that are being developed such as care of 
belongings and drying and dressing oneself. Our swimming program addresses all of these and I commend 
our children for the way they have involved themselves in this program.

Finally, I mentioned last week that planning is underway for next year. Considerable time is spent in preparing 
class lists with numerous factors needing to be considered. If families have a specific request for their child 
this needs to be put in writing and addressed to myself. Requests need to be based on educational grounds 
and will be treated confidentially. Please note that all requests will be considered but I cannot guarantee that 
all requests will be granted. Our aim as a school is to provide the best opportunities for all our students to learn. 
I thank you in advance for your support. Requests need to be received by Wednesday, November 27.

God Bless.

Paul Cowan



3

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS CONT’D
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WELLBEING NEWS 

TERM 4 KITCHEN GARDEN TIMETABLE
Week Class
Week 7- 22/11 Prep C

Week 8- 29/11 Christmas cooking- Grades 3-6 (9:00- 2:00)Class timetable TBC
Week 9- 6/11 Christmas cooking- Grades P-2 (9:00-1:00)Class timetable TBC
Week 10- 13/11 No class due to End of Year Mass

Well done to the following students who 
received their first golden band this week.
Jacob (Prep C)
Ainsley (1/2B)

Congratulations to the following students who 
achieved their first 20 bands they received a 
precious gem stone this week.
Emmanuel (1/2B)
Krystn (1/2FP)

A big congratulations to the following 
students who achieved 30 silver bands they 
received a special prize this week: 
Luke (1/2FP)
Ryan and Amy V  (1/2B)

This week 5/6VT enjoyed their Garden to Kitchen lesson. The students practised the skills of weeding, planting, 
pruning and harvesting in the garden. They then enjoyed preparing and eating delicious carbonara pasta, 
savoury scones and herb butter! Ask them to make it for you at home. Once again a huge thank you to our 
amazing, dedicated mums who volunteer their precious time every Friday. Next week Prep C will participate in 
their Garden to Kitchen lesson. 

If you would like to assist during the Garden to Kitchen block please contact Anna Munro or Nicole Fernandez. 
We would love for you to join in!

This week we will hold our fourth Garden Market 
Stall. The Environmental leaders will be selling fresh 
parsley, rosemary, mulberries and eggs straight 
from the garden. Parents please get in early to snap 
up a bargain. The garden stall will be opened on 
Friday the 22nd of November 2019 at 3:20pm.

Setting high-but-achievable 
expectations of children and young 
people
Research has shown that high 
expectations give students the 
sense that educators care about 
them. You can assist by:

● exposing children and young people to manageable 
stress (for example, when you respond in a warm and 
sensitive manner, children and young people learn they 
are safe, that their needs will be taken care of and 
they’ll be supported with their coping skills)

● making sure that goals are achievable by breaking 
down large tasks or responsibilities into small steps

● asking them questions to help them solve problems 
and promote further learning

● scaffolding their learning and help when necessary, 
without taking over. 



Walk or Ride To School
Friday, 22nd November 2019

Friday, 22nd November is a Ride to School Day. Students are encouraged to 
walk or ride to school from home or from a nearby drop off point. If your child 
doesn’t normally walk to school, you could do this together. 

Students who ride are given a sticker and the class who has the most 
students riding or walking get to keep our Ride to School trophy in their 
classroom for that month.

Students can ride bikes, skateboards or scooters. 

They must wear a helmet at all times. 

Upon arrival at school, students must hop off their bike or scooter and lock 
up their bike or scooter in our bike parking area (behind the 1/2 gathering 
space).

WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D
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OTHER SCHOOL NEWS


