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Melbourne Archdiocese
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: Our Social Justice Leaders: Leading with
~ELES S Compassion this Mission Month!
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Mission Month is here! The theme, inspired by Pope Francis' message for World
Mission Sunday 2025 and carried forward by Pope Leo XIV, "Missionaries of Hope
Among All Peoples,' highlights hope and unity, emphasising how we can collectively
turn our faith into action. Keep an eye out for our upcoming White Elephant Stall to

raise money for Catholic Missions!

Loving God,

As we celebrate Mission Month, we are
inspired by the words of Pope Francis and
Pope Leo XIV, calling us to be Missionaries
of Hope Among All Peoples.

Fill our hearts with hope and vnity, and
guide vs to turn our faith into action
through love and service.

Bless our efforts, including ovr vpcoming

Ml S S 1 O n White Elephant Stall, as we raise support

one heart many voices for Catholic Missions and bring Yoor light
to commonities near and far.

Amen.

Principal - Mr Paul Cowan _
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au ﬂ https://www.facebook.

71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North 3175 comy/stgerardsps




PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear families,
Welcome to Term 4!

| hope that you all had a wonderful break and that you are ready for a big final term of the year.

This week we resumed our Before School reading on Wednesday and Before School Skipping on
Thursday as well as our Library, Art and Garden lunchtime clubs. Our Year 5/6 children were involved in
their third Gala Day for the year where they competed in Volleystars games against other local schools at
Dandenong Stadium. As always, they competed hard and represented our school with distinction. Thank you to
Mrs Te, Mrs Theodore, Ms Boyle and Mrs Zelic for supporting our children.

On Wednesday we had 4 children compete in the Divisional Athletics at Casey Fields. To qualify at this level
is a great achievement and | would like to congratulate Rafael, Anjanna, Jehan and Antonia for their efforts.
We are still waiting on the official results to see if any of them qualified for the Regional event.

While | am acknowledging the achievements of some of our children, | have been informed of some more ‘high
flyers’ for their efforts outside of school. Congratulations to Hudson for his Graduation from Swim School
which required him to master several strokes. Also, on the basketball court, Evelyn, Azalea and Victoria won
the Championship in their Domestic League and Antonia’s Premier A Grade team were also successful. All
these girls play for the same local club. If you would like your child(ren) recognised as a ‘High Flyer’, please
email myself principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au or send a message through Seesaw by Thursday
5.00pm. Please provide a brief description which will be read out at our weekly Friday afternoon Assembly. |
look forward to sharing with you the great things our children are doing.

Looking to next week, we will be celebrating the Feast Day of St Gerard on Thursday 16 October. As a
school we will be attending the 9.15am Parish Mass and then gather for our Annual St Gerard’s Talent Quest in
the Hall at 11.50am. As part of this day we also announce the recipients of our St Gerard Majella Awards.
Each class has a recipient which is for a person who shows the virtues of St Gerard.

In addition, next Sunday 19 October, the Parish extends an invitation to our school community to join
them to celebrate our Patron. This invitation includes Mass at 10.30am followed by Lunch in the Parish
Hall from 12.00 noon. Please see the Information contained in this Newsletter.

A reminder to those families who have children with a Medical Management Plan. If there are changes to any
aspect of the plan, please contact the School Office. It is vital that the information we have at school is
current. With Spring now upon us, there is often a need to check and re-assess certain medical conditions.

Lastly, please see the Important Dates section in this newsletter for events in Term 4.

God bless.

Paul COWAN
PRINCIPAL

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Religious News

An Invitation to Bring Mary Home: A Week of Family
Spiritual Connection

Families are welcome to take home the Our Lady statue for a
week to support and enrich prayer time at home. It comes with a
brochure on how to pray the rosary and some rosary beads. If

families would like to take the statue home, please let Mrs Stack
know.

Lunchtime Rosary

The Legion of Mary Group is working with the school to lead the Rosary during lunch breaks. These Rosary
sessions will take place during the first lunch break on Tuesdays in VWeeks 4 and 8 of each term.

Celebrating the Month of the Rosary

Throughout October, we honour Our Lady during the Month of the Rosary. Each week, Our Lady’s

statue will visit different year levels, giving students the opportunity to pray the Rosary together and
reflect on the life of Jesus with Mary.

Class Schedule:

Week I: Years | & 2

Week 2: Years 3 & 4
Week 3: Years5& 6
Week 4: Foundation

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Religious News

World Mission Month 2025

Help plant
seeds of
changein
Zambia

Join Sr Jane this World Mission Month,
empowering women in Zambia with

seeds, tools and training to overcome

hunger and create hope-filled futures.

Pope Leo XIV Opens Jubilee Celebrations for Missionaries of Ho

October is World Mission Month, a time to celebrate and support those who bring hope, faith and
compassion to communities around the world. This year’s theme, “Missionaries of Hope Among All
Peoples,” reminds us to live with faith and share God’s love in our daily lives. Let us pray for and
support missionaries everywhere who bring light and hope to others.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Religious News

Mission Month Assembly and White Elephant Stall

Our Mission Assembly will be held on Friday, 17th October. During this assembly, our Social Justice
Leaders will introduce the White Elephant Stall, which will be our major fundraiser for Mission Month.
The stall will take place on Friday, 31st October. In the lead-up, we invite families to donate any
unwanted toys in good condition for the stall. Please support this initiative by helping your child bring
in donations and save some money to spend on the day.

Remembrance Day Poppy Badges

The Social Justice Team will be selling Poppy Badges for $1 in
the lead-up to Remembrance Day on 11 November. All proceeds
will be donated to the RSL, supporting Australian veterans and
their families. Each badge purchased helps provide essential
care and assistance to those who have served our country.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Religious News

’) St. Gerard's Feast Day Talent Quest! Jj

Families are warmly invited to join us for our Feast Day Talent Quest on Thursday 16th October at
11:50am in the Parish Hall. Come along and celebrate the wonderful gifts and talents of our students as
they take to the stage with music, dance, comedy, and more! It’s sure to be a fun and joyfilled part of

our Feast Day celebrations.
)
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St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Religious News

Feast Day of Saint Gerard Majella — Parish and School Mass

We warmly invite all families to join our Parish and School community in celebrating the Feast Day of our patron,
Saint Gerard Majella . Bishop Thinh Nguyen will lead the Mass on Sunday, October 19th, at 10:30 am . VWe look

forward to celebrating this special occasion together as a community of faith.

Embracing and
enjoying our
Catholic
Community!

ST GERARD'S PARISH
FEAST DAY

Sunday
19 October 2025
Holy Mass 10:30 am
Lunch12 pm -3 pm

St Gerard’s Parish Hall ‘\’\ ‘/{
)\\ |

71 Gladstone Road,
Dandenong North

Holy Mass at 10:30 am celebrated by Aux Bishop Thien

Sit down lunch by Wendland Events Catering
Music, games and entertainment, including
children’s magician, musical balloon

bios, Parish trivia

$20 Adults

$15 Children

$65 Family
Tickets: 97924422

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Religious News

Whole School Masses

St Gerard Majella Feast Day Parish Mass:  Thursday, 16th October, 9:15am

End of Year Mass

Level Mass

Yrs: Foundation, 5/60 & 5/6T
Yrs 3/4S & 3/4W
Yrs 1/2FB & 1/2S

Reconciliation

Yrs 3/4W & 3/4S:
Yrs 5/60 and 5/6T:

Important Dates for Term 4

Friday 17th October:
Thursday, 16th October:
Sunday, 19" October:
Thursday 30th October:
Friday 31st October:
Saturday, 15* November:
Sunday, 2" November:
Tuesday, 11" November:
Thursday, 26th November:

Wednesday 5th November:

Thursday 27th November:
Friday, 28th November:
Tuesday 9" December:
Wednesday 10th December:
Wednesday 10th December:
Friday, 12" December:

Monday, 15" December:

Friday 12" December at 12:00

Wednesday 3rd December, 9:15am
Thursday 4th December, 9:15am

Thursday, 27th November at 10:15am
Thursday, 4th December at 10:15am

Mission Month Assembly (Led by the Social Justice team.)

11:50 Whole School Talent Quest to celebrate our Feast Day
10:30am St Gerard'’s Feast Day Parish Mass

11:05 Lunchtime Rosary in the Church

White Elephant Stall

All Saints Day (Saturday this year)

All Souls Day (Sunday this year)

Remembrance Day, one minute silence

Year 6 Reflection Day

Graduation Mass Planning (8:55-9:55) TBC

11:05 Lunchtime Rosary in the Church

First Sunday of Advent Assembly at 2:30

Christmas Carols Evening

Christmas Activities Rotations

Christmas Carols Tour of the Nursing Homes Excursion TBC
End of Year Mass, 12:00

Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Wellbeing
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FACT SHEET FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND CARERS

WHAT IS THE NCCD?

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on
School Students with Disability (NCCD) takes place
every year.

The NCCD is a collection that counts:

e the number of school students receiving an
adjustment or "help’ due to disability

e the level of adjustment they are receiving to
access education on the same basis as other
students.

Students are counted in the NCCD if they receive
ongoing adjustments at school due to disability. This
'help' allows them to access education on the same
basis as a child without disability. The NCCD uses the
definition of disability in the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992

Schools provide this information to education
authorities.

Go to What is a reasonable adjustment? below to learn
about adjustments.

WHY IS THIS DATA BEING
COLLECTED?

All schools in Australia must collect information about
students with disability.

The NCCD:

e ensures that the information collected is
transparent, consistent and reliable

e provides better information that improves
understanding of students with disability

¢ allows parents, guardians, carers, teachers,
principals, education authorities and government
to better support students with disability.

Student with disability loading

Funding from the Australian Government for students
with disability is based on the NCCD through the
student with disability loading.

Students with disability who are counted in the top
three levels of the NCCD (extensive, substantial and
supplementary) attract the loading. Funding is based
on a per-student amount at each of the three levels of
additional support. The amount of the loading reflects
the level of support students with disability need to
participate fully in school, with higher funding for
those who need higher levels of support.

Australian Government recurrent school funding

is provided as a lump sum to school authorities
including state and territory governments, which can
then distribute the funding to their member schools
according to their own needs-based arrangements.

The Government expects schools and school systems
to consider their funding from all sources (ie Australian
Government, state and territory and private} and
prioritise their spending to meet the educational
needs of all of their students, including students with
disability.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF
THE NCCD FOR STUDENTS?

The information collected by the NCCD helps
teachers, principals, education authorities and
governments to better support students with disability
at school.

The NCCD encourages schools to review their learning
and support systems and processes. This helps schools
to continually improve education outcomes for all
students.

Creative Commons BY 40
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Wellbeing

"3 NCCD

WHAT MUST SCHOOLS
DO FOR STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITY?

All students have the right to a quality learning
experience at school.

Students with disability must be able to take part in
education without discrimination and on the same
basis as other students. To ensure this, schools must
make reasonable adjustments if needed for students
with disability. Educators, students, parents, guardians,
carers and others (eg health professionals) must work
together to ensure that students with disability can
take part in education.

The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the
Disability Standards for Education 2005 describe
schools' responsibilities.

WHAT IS A REASONABLE
ADJUSTMENT?

An adjustment is an action to help a student with
disability take part in education on the same basis as
other students.

Adjustments can be made across the whole school
(eg ramps into school buildings). They can be in the
classroom {eg adapting teaching methods). They can
also be for individual student need (eg providing
personal care support).

The school assesses the needs of each student
with disability. The school provides adjustments in
consultation with the student and/or their parents,
guardians and carers.

Schools must make reasonable adjustments if needed.
The Disability Standards for Education 2005 define
‘reasonable adjustment’ as an adjustment that
balances the interests of all parties affected.

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE
NCCD?

The definition of disability for the NCCD is based
on the broad definition under the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992.

The following students are examples of those who may
be included in the NCCD if they need monitoring and
adjuslients.

o students with learing difficulties (such as dyslexia)

e students with chronic health conditions (such as
epilepsy or diabetes).

WHO COLLECTS INFORMATION
FORTHE NCCD?

Schools identify which students will be counted in the
NCCD. They base their decisions on the following:

e adjustments provided for the student (after
consultation with the student and/or their parents,
guardians and carers)

e the school team's observations and professional
judgements

e any medical or other professional diagnoses
e other relevant information.

School principals must ensure that information for the
NCCD is accurate.

WHAT INFORMATION IS
COLLECTED?

A student is counted in the NCCD if they receive
reasonable adjustments at school due to disability.

Each year, schools collect the following information
about the student, including:

e their year of schooling
e the level of adjustment received

e the broad type of disability.

For students who have more than one disability, the
school uses professional judgement to choose one
category of disability. They choose the category that
most affects the student's access to education and for
which adjustments are being provided.

A high level summary of the NCCD data is available
to all Australian state and territory governments to
improve policies and programs for students with
disability.

Creative Commens 8Y 40
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Wellbeing
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HOW IS THIS DATA USED?

The NCCD data informs funding and work by schools
and sectors. It ensures that support for students with
disability becomes routine in the day-to-day practice
of schools. The NCCD also supports students in the
following ways.

e The NCCD helps schools better understand their
legislative obligations and the Disability Standards
for Education 2005.

e Schools focus on the individual adjustments that
support students with disability. This encourages
them to reflect on students’ needs and to better
support students.

e The NCCD facilitates a collaborative and
coordinated approach to supporting students with
disability. It also encourages improvements in
school documentation.

e The NCCD improves communication about
students’ needs between schools, parents,
guardians, carers and the community.

The Awustralian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA) annually publishes high-level, non-
identifying NCCD data.

WHEN DOES THE NCCD TAKE
PLACE?

The NCCD takes place in August each year.

IS THE NCCD COMPULSORY?

Yes. All schools must collect and submit information
each year for the NCCD. This is detailed in the
Australion Education Regulation 2013. For more
information, ask your school principal or the relevant
education authority.

HOW IS STUDENTS’ PRIVACY
PROTECTED?

Protecting the privacy and confidentiality of all
students is an essential part of the NCCD.

Data is collected within each school. Personal details,
such as student names or student identifiers, are not
provided to federal education authorities. Learn more
about privacy in the Public information notice.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Contact your school if you have questions about
the NCCD. You can also visit the NCCD Portal.

There is also a free e-learning resource about
the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and
Disability Standards for Education 2005.

This document must be attritated as Fact sheet for parents, guardians and
coarers.

Croative Commens BY 40

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Wellbeing

What's resilience? M‘
ok

Building resilience in children

Resilience is something that can be fostered and developed over time. A combination of individual, family, community and
societal factors influence children and young people’s developing resilience.

How can early learning services and schools build resilience?

Early learning services and schools are places where children and young people spend a great deal of their time. Learning
communities play a key role in developing resilience through formal and informal learning opportunities. Resilience is key for
developing positive mental health and wellbeing.

Caring and supportive relationships

Strong relationships within the family can help at times of stress or adversity. This support and security is a protective factor
for children and young people’s mental health. You support healthy relationships by:

° promoting family-centred practice and reach out to families
° providing information to families on how they can support their child or young person develop resilience
° encouraging families to draw on the resources available in their community in times of need.

Research also indicates a positive relationship with at least one caring, competent adult outside of the child or young
person’s immediate family is related to greater mental health and resilience. As an educator, you might develop connections
with children in your learning community which are based on warmth, empathy, and respect.

Connection to diverse groups of friends is also valuable. Even very young children develop a sense of self and
self-confidence through their peer relationships. You can encourage healthy relationships by:

promoting a welcoming, friendly and safe environment

promoting inclusion, and address bullying, sexism and racism

role modelling perspective-taking and compassion

celebrating diversity

teaching the skills to work together effectively (for example, communication skills)
requiring cooperation (for example, structuring tasks that require working in small groups)
empowering children and young people to ask for support.

Setting high-but-achievable expectations of children and young people
Research has shown that high expectations give students the sense that educators care about them. You can assist by:

° exposing children and young people to manageable stress (for example, when you respond in a warm and sensitive
manner, children and young people learn they are safe, that their needs will be taken care of and they’ll be
supported with their coping skills)
making sure that goals are achievable by breaking down large tasks or responsibilities into small steps
asking them questions to help them solve problems and promote further learning
scaffolding their learning and help when necessary, without taking over.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Wellbeing

Provide opportunities for children and young people to participate

You can

view children and young people as capable contributors to their world (for example, by providing tasks that require a
meaningful contribution, letting them make decisions and experience consequences)

give them meaningful choices

express your belief in their capacity to learn and contribute

help them learn from mistakes
teach values

support them to express their views and listen to their views.

Give Me 5 News

This week the Give Me Five focus was to ‘Be Cooperative’ in the learning areas.

The teachers were looking for students who were being cooperative while learning. These students were rewards
with a raffle ticket in the classroom.

..m Speak appropriately and use manners Speak appropriately and use manners Speak appropriately and use manners Speak appropriately and use manners
e Give other users their privacy
Care for property Care for property Care for property
e Keep the ares neat and tidy Care for property e Place rubbish in the bin
Take turns e Keep toilets tidy and flush e Keep sand in the sandpit and
bark in the garden
Whole body listening Wash hands
Include others
Greet people by name
Respect everyone's views and space
Be Follow Directions Follow Directions Follow Directions Follow Directions
Co-operative
Move safely Move safely Move safely Move safely
e Walk on the left hand side of
Stay on task the corridor to exit and the Wait for your partner Play fairly
left hand side to enter o Accept rules
Share with others and help each other e  Take turns
Share and use equipment safely
Be Your Best Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself Keep hands, feet and objects to Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself
yourself
Ask for help Report problems to a teacher Try to solve your problems
Only enter the area with permission
Be Positive Never give up Encourage others
Be Spirit filled | Treat others as you would like to be Treat others as you would like to be Treat others as you would like to be Treat others as you would like to be

treated

Pray daily and during meditation

treated

treated

treated

e  Saysorry and forgive others

Be kind

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Garden Market Stall

St Gerard’s Garden Market Stall Next Thursday!

Don't miss our Garden Market Stall happening next Thursday 3:15 pm in front of the school church! Come along and
support our students as they sell a fresh selection of organically grown produce including lettuce, carrots, silver beet, and
eggs from our very own chickens.

All items have been grown and cared for by the students with dedication and without the use of chemicals or pesticides,
just good old fashioned hard work and nature!

Be sure to get in early so you don’t miss out, stock is limited and always popular! Please bring cash as EFTPOS will not be
available.

All funds raised will go directly towards maintaining our chickens and the school vegetable garden.

Thank you for your support!

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Gala Day

S) News Flash: Winners are Grinners! @

Our amazing Volleystar champs have done it — they won! &:
+

+
+
+

o Give them a huge round of applause, everyone!

+
W I N N E R S For a small school, they pulled off something truly magical —
A R E proving that teamwork, heart and a whole lot of spirit can

G R I N N E R s make miracles happen! = = £,

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Reading Before School

y ST GERARD’S -
g PRIMARY SCHOOL =

i‘fn [ i Ay smiles and great enthusiasm. They were excited to share the books they had
Vﬁ{ %@éx@glﬂb\\g@%[?@@@ been reading over the holidays and enjoyed reading new stories together.

Before school started with a bang as students attended the reading session with

Students settled back into their VWednesday morning routine while building

EVERY excitement for learning. It was wonderful to see everyone so engaged and ready

WEDNESDAY to start the new day with a positive attitude.....Mrs Gwen O’Brien

8:30AM

Join Mrs O’Brien in the
library for some quiet
reading time with a good
book and receive a
eading Before School

raffle ticket.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.




LIBRARY

LIBRARY CLUB UPDATE

Tn the first week back at Library Club, students took part in a Puzzle Race
activity.

Congratulations to Grace, Ameyaq, Sanaya, Ryan, Michael, and Hailey, who
completed their 48-piece puzzle in a record time of three minutes!

Well done to dll the teams who completed their puzzles with great

perseverance, problem-solving skills, and teamwork.

Please note that borrowing books has now started. It's important to

remember to both borrow and return books to the library. There are lots of

new titles on display, and it would be fantastic to see regular borrowing from g

all students!

REMINDER

Please support your child in returning library books on time by

ensuring they use a library or book bag.

HE LIPRARIAN'S GUIDE To BOOK ETIQUETTE
DO use A ;DON"(‘ werre [ Do « l(»:' #ooks |

|‘V MJNT; | " N V (‘MA R \41 AWAY FROM PETS |
-

. “*‘“Jl;
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TODDLER

GET
Anoup of
youR

DO pretect )
vbuk Boow E'cwam E"‘ T# '
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Important Dates / Info

Paying
School Fees

St Gerard’s understands the financial commitment associated with providing a quality education for your child.
Recognising the diverse needs of our families, the school has a convenient and flexible solution for paying school fees
through our payment schedules accessible via the office.

If you are having trouble paying or require assistance in setting up your payment schedule, please contact the office
who will be more than happy to assist you in setting up a suitable payment arrangement.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in providing the best possible education for your child at St
Gerard’s School.

Updating Payment Details

Parents are reminded to contact the school office if there are any
changes to your payment details. This includes expired credit cards
or updated bank account information. Keeping these details current
helps ensure your payments are processed smoothly.

Outstanding School Fees

If you have not yet made any payments toward school fees, we
kindly ask that you begin doing so as soon as possible to avoid
falling behind.

If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please don't hesitate to
contact the school office to arrange an appointment with Principal
Paul Cowan. We are here to support you and work together on a
solution.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Important Dates / Info

WELCOME!

(LOWES

We're thrilled to welcome
ST GERARD'’S

PRIMARY SCHOOL

as the newest
member of the Lowes family!

We look forward to supporting your school,
families, and community with all your
uniform needs.

INSTORE AT LOWES FOUNTAIN GATE

WESTFIELD SHOPPING CENTRE FROM
SHOP 2012/352 PRINCES HIGHWAY, [ MONDAY
NARRE WARREN, 3805, '14TH JULY

SCHOOLWEAR

OCTOBER 15™ - 17™

ZUFS )l
*T&C’s apply. Not in conjunction with any other offer. Excludes mark downs & gift cards. No rainchecks!
Discount applies to original prices, not markdown prices.

WELCOME!

(LOWES

REWARD POINTs &)
THAT NEVER EXPIRE V%

ZERO INTEREST
ON ALL PRODUCTS

5% INSTANT @
SAVINGS *

FIVE 20% OFF Loma
SALES EVENTS [[5}
PER YEAR

GET EVERYTHING %«
YOU NEED NOW

With your Lowes Zero Card you will receive 5% discount on every purchase. Receive
5% in reward points to redeem, plus great features and benefits. For more information
please contact EZY-Way on 1300 156 937 or zero@lowes.com.au

WEAR NOW, PAY LATER.

Schoolwear when you pay using your Zero Card.

Don’t have a Zero Card?
You can apply in-store or online and
start using it on the same day, pending
approval.

ZERO CARD BENEFITS

SHOP NOW

INTEREST PAY LATER

EVER

INSTANT REWARDS
SAVINGS POINTS

NO ‘ 5% 5% ‘

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Important Dates / Info

October

13th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
15th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
16th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

16th St Gerard’s Feast Day

16th Whole School attending Parish Mass at 9:15am
16th 11:50am Talent Quest for St Gerard's Feast Day in the Hall
17th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

19th World Mission Sunday

19th Parish Mass celebrating St Gerard’s Feast Day
20th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
22nd 8:30am Reading before school in the library
23rd 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

24th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

27th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
29th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
30th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

30th Ride/ Walk to School Day

30th Rosary with The Legion of Mary

31st World Teachers' Day

31st 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

November

3rd School Closure Day - Time in Lieu Acquittal
4th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

5th 8:30 am Reading before school in the library
5th Year 6 Graduation Mass Planning 8:55-9:55am
6th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

6th Subway Lunch

7th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

10th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 1)
10th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
11th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 2)
11th Remembrance Day

12th 8.30am Reading before school in the library
13th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 3)
14th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 4)
17th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
17th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 5)

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Important Dates / Info

November

18th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 6)
19th 8:30 am Reading before school in the library
20th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 7)

20th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
21st Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 8)

24th School Closure Day - Mathematics
26th 8:30am Reading before school in the library

26th Year 6 Reflection Day

27th Level Mass - Foundation, Years 5/60 and 5/6T
27th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

27th Rosary with The Legion of Mary

27th Reconciliation Years 3/4W and 3/4S
27th Ride/ Walk to School Day
28th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

December

1st 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
2nd Art Show Opens

3rd 8:30am Reading before school in the library
3rd Level Mass: Years 3/4S and 3/4W

4th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

4th Level Mass: Years 1/2FB and 1/2S

4th Reconciliation Years 5/60 and 5/6T

8th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
9th Christmas Carols evening at 7.00pm

9th Art Show Closes

10th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
11th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

11th Subway Lunch

12th End of School Year Mass at 12.00 noon
15th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC

15th Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm in the PAC
16th Students last day of school 3:10pm Guard of honour for Year 6
students

2026
January

e  28th Prep(Foundation) -Year 6 commence Term 1, 2026

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Important Dates / Info

Pick-up From After-School

Parents are asked to please be prompt when
picking up your child/ren after-school. If a ride is
not here when school concludes, the student may
be sent to aftercare instead of the office. Please
remember school aftercare does have a cost
involved and time will begin accruing at the end
of the school day. If a student’s ride has run into
an unexpected delay, please call the main office
to let them know.

Medical Plans And Asthma
Plans

This is a friendly reminder to provide the school with
updated medical and asthma plans for 2024. If your
child has asthma or requires other medications,
please ensure that Ventolin, a spacer, and any
necessary medications are supplied on the first day
back to the school office.

All medications will be stored in individually labeled
bags in the school office for safekeeping.
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YLV are always happy to hear from
families, carers, and members of the
local school community. If you would
like to make an enquiry about our
services, including After School Care,
Before School Care, Pupil-Free Day and
Vacation Care, please call Marina 0402
192 685

ylv.com.au to register

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



Notice Board

Blrehday Wishes

For Rids

H \‘\\ > HGIDEU thijrtthIU FICI] aIII bWPLO rhav'e
celebrated and will celebrate their
APPY BIRTHDA - “ birthdays this week.

Christian
Naomi
Anointed
Hudson

Every Day Counts - Primary School Attendance
Information

North Dandenong Cricket Club
St Gerard's Parish Feast Day

Nazareth Secondary College School Tour Dates
and 2027 Year 7 Application Dates

Mazenod College Open Day & School Tours Info
Goodstart Early Learning - Princes Highway

Chicken Eggs For Sale

St Gerard's would like to offer families the

opportunity to purchase delicious organic eggs
laid by our resident flock of chickens.

You can purchase these eggs from the school
office at a cost of $8 per dozen.

All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go

towards purchasing food for our feathered
friends.

® Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw
if you would like to purchase some eggs.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.



