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NEWSLETTER
Term 4, Week 01                      10  October  2025

Loving God,

As we celebrate Mission Month, we are 

inspired by the words of Pope Francis and 

Pope Leo XIV, calling us to be Missionaries 

of Hope Among All Peoples.

Fill our hearts with hope and unity, and 

guide us to turn our faith into action 

through love and service.

Bless our efforts, including our upcoming 

White Elephant Stall, as we raise support 

for Catholic Missions and bring Your light 

to communities near and far.

Amen.

Our Social Justice Leaders: Leading with 
Compassion this Mission Month!

Mission Month is here! The theme, inspired by Pope Francis' message for World 
Mission Sunday 2025 and carried forward by Pope Leo XIV, "Missionaries of Hope 
Among All Peoples," highlights hope and unity, emphasising how we can collectively 
turn our faith into action. Keep an eye out for our upcoming White Elephant Stall to 
raise money for Catholic Missions!
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear families,

Welcome to Term 4!

I hope that you all had a wonderful break and that you are ready for a big final term of the year.

This week we resumed our Before School reading on Wednesday and Before School Skipping on 
Thursday as well as our Library, Art and Garden lunchtime clubs.  Our Year 5/6 children were involved in 
their third Gala Day for the year where they competed in Volleystars games against other local schools at 
Dandenong Stadium.  As always, they competed hard and represented our school with distinction. Thank you to 
Mrs Te, Mrs Theodore, Ms Boyle and Mrs Zelic for supporting our children.

On Wednesday we had 4 children compete in the Divisional Athletics at Casey Fields.  To qualify at this level 
is a great achievement and I would like to congratulate Rafael, Anjanna, Jehan and Antonia for their efforts. 
We are still waiting on the official results to see if any of them qualified for the Regional event.

While I am acknowledging the achievements of some of our children, I have been informed of some more ‘high 
flyers’ for their efforts outside of school. Congratulations to Hudson for his Graduation from Swim School 
which required him to master several strokes. Also, on the basketball court, Evelyn, Azalea and Victoria won 
the Championship in their Domestic League and Antonia’s Premier A Grade team were also successful. All 
these girls play for the same local club. If you would like your child(ren) recognised as a ‘High Flyer’, please 
email myself principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au or send a message through Seesaw by Thursday 
5.00pm. Please provide a brief description which will be read out at our weekly Friday afternoon Assembly.  I 
look forward to sharing with you the great things our children are doing.

Looking to next week, we will be celebrating the Feast Day of St Gerard on Thursday 16 October.  As a 
school we will be attending the 9.15am Parish Mass and then gather for our Annual St Gerard’s Talent Quest in 
the Hall at 11.50am.  As part of this day we also announce the recipients of our St Gerard Majella Awards. 
Each class has a recipient which is for a person who shows the virtues of St Gerard.

In addition, next Sunday 19 October, the Parish extends an invitation to our school community to join 
them to celebrate our Patron.  This invitation includes Mass at 10.30am followed by Lunch in the Parish 
Hall from 12.00 noon.  Please see the Information contained in this Newsletter.

A reminder to those families who have children with a Medical Management Plan.  If there are changes to any 
aspect of the plan, please contact the School Office. It is vital that the information we have at school is 
current. With Spring now upon us, there is often a need to check and re-assess certain medical conditions.  

Lastly, please see the Important Dates section in this newsletter for events in Term 4.

God bless.

Paul COWAN
PRINCIPAL
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Religious News
An Invitation to Bring Mary Home: A Week of Family 

Spiritual Connection

Families are welcome to take home the Our Lady statue for a 
week to support and enrich prayer time at home. It comes with a 
brochure on how to pray the rosary and some rosary beads. If 
families would like to take the statue home, please let Mrs Stack 
know.

Lunchtime Rosary

The Legion of Mary Group is working with the school to lead the Rosary during lunch breaks. These Rosary 
sessions will take place during the first lunch break on Tuesdays in Weeks 4 and 8 of each term.

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Celebrating the Month of the Rosary

Throughout October, we honour Our Lady during the Month of the Rosary.  Each week, Our Lady’s 
statue will visit different year levels, giving students the opportunity to pray the Rosary together and 
reflect on the life of Jesus with Mary.
Class Schedule:

● Week 1: Years 1 & 2
● Week 2: Years 3 & 4
● Week 3: Years 5 & 6
● Week 4: Foundation
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

World Mission Month 2025

Pope Leo XIV Opens Jubilee Celebrations for Missionaries of Hope

October is World Mission Month, a time to celebrate and support those who bring hope, faith and 
compassion to communities around the world. This year’s theme, “Missionaries of Hope Among All 
Peoples,” reminds us to live with faith and share God’s love in our daily lives. Let us pray for and 
support missionaries everywhere who bring light and hope to others.
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Mission Month Assembly and White Elephant Stall

Our Mission Assembly will be held on Friday, 17th October.  During this assembly, our Social Justice 
Leaders will introduce the White Elephant Stall, which will be our major fundraiser for Mission Month. 
The stall will take place on Friday, 31st October.  In the lead-up, we invite families to donate any 
unwanted toys in good condition for the stall.  Please support this initiative by helping your child bring 
in donations and save some money to spend on the day.

Remembrance Day Poppy Badges

The Social Justice Team will be selling Poppy Badges for $1 in 
the lead-up to Remembrance Day on 11 November.  All proceeds 
will be donated to the RSL, supporting Australian veterans and 
their families. Each badge purchased helps provide essential 
care and assistance to those who have served our country.
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Religious News
🎤 St. Gerard’s Feast Day Talent Quest! 🎶
Families are warmly invited to join us for our Feast Day Talent Quest on Thursday 16th October at 
11:50am in the Parish Hall. Come along and celebrate the wonderful gifts and talents of our students as 
they take to the stage with music, dance, comedy, and more! It’s sure to be a fun and joy-filled part of 
our Feast Day celebrations.

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Feast Day of Saint Gerard Majella – Parish and School Mass

We warmly invite all families to join our Parish and School community in celebrating the Feast Day of our patron, 
Saint Gerard Majella .  Bishop Thinh Nguyen  will lead the Mass on Sunday, October 19th, at 10:30 am . We look 
forward to celebrating this special occasion together as a community of faith.
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Whole School Masses

St Gerard Majella Feast Day Parish Mass: Thursday, 16th October, 9:15am
End of Year Mass                           Friday 12th December at 12:00

Level Mass

Yrs: Foundation, 5/6O & 5/6T
Yrs 3/4S & 3/4W Wednesday 3rd December, 9:15am
Yrs 1/2FB & 1/2S Thursday 4th December, 9:15am

Reconciliation

Yrs 3/4W & 3/4S: Thursday, 27th November at 10:15am
Yrs 5/6O and 5/6T:              Thursday, 4th December at 10:15am

Important Dates for Term 4

Friday 17th October: Mission Month Assembly (Led by the Social Justice team.)

Thursday, 16th October: 11:50 Whole School Talent Quest to celebrate our Feast Day

Sunday, 19th October: 10:30am St Gerard’s Feast Day Parish Mass

Thursday 30th October: 11:05 Lunchtime Rosary in the Church

Friday 31st October: White Elephant Stall

Saturday, 1st November: All Saints Day (Saturday this year)

Sunday, 2nd November: All Souls Day (Sunday this year)

Tuesday, 11th November:  Remembrance Day, one minute silence 

Thursday, 26th November:  Year 6 Reflection Day

Wednesday 5th November: Graduation Mass Planning (8:55-9:55) TBC

Thursday 27th November: 11:05 Lunchtime Rosary in the Church

Friday, 28th November:  First Sunday of Advent Assembly at 2:30

Tuesday 9th December:    Christmas Carols Evening

Wednesday 10th December: Christmas Activities Rotations

Wednesday 10th December: Christmas Carols Tour of the Nursing Homes Excursion TBC

Friday, 12th December: End of Year Mass, 12:00

Monday, 15th December: Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm
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Wellbeing

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing
What's resilience?

Building resilience in children

Resilience is something that can be fostered and developed over time. A combination of individual, family, community and 
societal factors influence children and young people’s developing resilience.

How can early learning services and schools build resilience?

Early learning services and schools are places where children and young people spend a great deal of their time. Learning 
communities play a key role in developing resilience through formal and informal learning opportunities. Resilience is key for 
developing positive mental health and wellbeing.

Caring and supportive relationships

Strong relationships within the family can help at times of stress or adversity. This support and security is a protective factor 
for children and young people’s mental health. You support healthy relationships by:

● promoting family-centred practice and reach out to families 
● providing information to families on how they can support their child or young person develop resilience 
● encouraging families to draw on the resources available in their community in times of need.

Research also indicates a positive relationship with at least one caring, competent adult outside of the child or young 
person’s immediate family is related to greater mental health and resilience. As an educator, you might develop connections 
with children in your learning community which are based on warmth, empathy, and respect. 

Connection to diverse groups of friends is also valuable. Even very young children develop a sense of self and 
self-confidence through their peer relationships. You can encourage healthy relationships by: 

● promoting a welcoming, friendly and safe environment
● promoting inclusion, and address bullying, sexism and racism
● role modelling perspective-taking and compassion
● celebrating diversity
● teaching the skills to work together effectively (for example, communication skills)
● requiring cooperation (for example, structuring tasks that require working in small groups)
● empowering children and young people to ask for support. 

Setting high-but-achievable expectations of children and young people

Research has shown that high expectations give students the sense that educators care about them. You can assist by:

● exposing children and young people to manageable stress (for example, when you respond in a warm and sensitive 
manner, children and young people learn they are safe, that their needs will be taken care of and they’ll be 
supported with their coping skills)

● making sure that goals are achievable by breaking down large tasks or responsibilities into small steps
● asking them questions to help them solve problems and promote further learning
● scaffolding their learning and help when necessary, without taking over.
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Wellbeing

Provide opportunities for children and young people to participate 

You can: 

● view children and young people as capable contributors to their world (for example, by providing tasks that require a 
meaningful contribution, letting them make decisions and experience consequences)

● give them meaningful choices
● express your belief in their capacity to learn and contribute
● help them learn from mistakes
● teach values
● support them to express their views and listen to their views.

Give Me 5 News

This week the Give Me Five focus was to ‘Be Cooperative’ in the learning areas.

The teachers were looking for students who were being cooperative while learning. These students were rewards 
with a raffle ticket in the classroom.
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Garden Market Stall
St Gerard’s Garden Market Stall Next Thursday!

Don’t miss our Garden Market Stall happening next Thursday 3:15 pm in front of the school church!  Come along and 
support our students as they sell a fresh selection of organically grown produce including lettuce, carrots, silver beet, and 
eggs from our very own chickens.

All items have been grown and cared for by the students with dedication and without the use of chemicals or pesticides, 
just good old fashioned hard work and nature!

Be sure to get in early so you don’t miss out, stock is limited and always popular!  Please bring cash as EFTPOS will not be 
available.

All funds raised will go directly towards maintaining our chickens and the school vegetable garden.

Thank you for your support!
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Gala Day

🏐 News Flash: Winners are Grinners! 🏆

Our amazing Volleystar champs have done it — they won! 🎉

Give them a huge round of applause, everyone! 👏

For a small school, they pulled off something truly magical — 
proving that teamwork, heart and a whole lot of spirit can 
make miracles happen! 🌟💪
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Reading Before School
Before school started with a bang as students attended the reading session with 
smiles and great enthusiasm. They were excited to share the books they had 
been reading over the holidays and enjoyed reading  new stories together. 
Students settled back into their Wednesday morning routine while building 
excitement for learning. It was wonderful to see everyone so engaged and ready 
to start the new day with a positive attitude…..Mrs Gwen O’Brien
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LIBRARY
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Important Dates / Info

Updating Payment Details

Parents are reminded to contact the school office if there are any 
changes to your payment details. This includes expired credit cards 
or updated bank account information. Keeping these details current 
helps ensure your payments are processed smoothly.

Outstanding School Fees

If you have not yet made any payments toward school fees, we 
kindly ask that you begin doing so as soon as possible to avoid 
falling behind.

If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please don't hesitate to 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment with Principal 
Paul Cowan. We are here to support you and work together on a 
solution.

St Gerard’s understands the financial commitment associated with providing a quality education for your child.  

Recognising the diverse needs of our families, the school has a convenient and flexible solution for paying school fees 

through our payment schedules accessible via the office.

If you are having trouble paying or require assistance in setting up your payment schedule, please contact the office 

who will be more than happy to assist you in setting up a suitable payment arrangement.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in providing the best possible education for your child at St 

Gerard’s School.
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Important Dates / Info
October

● 13th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 15th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 16th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 16th St Gerard’s Feast Day
● 16th Whole School attending Parish Mass at 9:15am
● 16th 11:50am Talent Quest for St Gerard’s Feast Day in the Hall
● 17th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC
● 19th World Mission Sunday
● 19th Parish Mass celebrating St Gerard’s Feast Day
● 20th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 22nd 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 23rd 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 24th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC
● 27th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 29th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 30th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 30th Ride/ Walk to School Day
● 30th Rosary with The Legion of Mary
● 31st World Teachers' Day
● 31st 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

November

● 3rd School Closure Day - Time in Lieu Acquittal
● 4th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
● 5th 8:30 am Reading before school in the library
● 5th Year 6 Graduation Mass Planning 8:55-9:55am
● 6th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 6th Subway Lunch 
● 7th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC
● 10th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 1)
● 10th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 11th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 2)
● 11th Remembrance Day
● 12th 8.30am Reading before school in the library
● 13th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 3)
● 14th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 4)
● 17th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 17th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 5)
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Important Dates / Info
November

● 18th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 6)
● 19th 8:30 am Reading before school in the library
● 20th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 7)
● 20th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 21st Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 8)
● 24th School Closure Day - Mathematics
● 26th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 26th Year 6 Reflection Day
● 27th Level Mass - Foundation, Years 5/6O and 5/6T
● 27th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 27th Rosary with The Legion of Mary
● 27th Reconciliation Years 3/4W and 3/4S
● 27th Ride/ Walk to School Day
● 28th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

December

● 1st 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 2nd Art Show Opens
● 3rd 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 3rd Level Mass: Years 3/4S and 3/4W
● 4th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 4th Level Mass: Years 1/2FB and 1/2S
● 4th Reconciliation Years 5/6O and 5/6T
● 8th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 9th Christmas Carols evening at 7.00pm
● 9th Art Show Closes
● 10th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 11th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 11th Subway Lunch
● 12th End of School Year Mass at 12.00 noon
● 15th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 15th Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm in the PAC
● 16th Students last day of school 3:10pm Guard of honour for Year 6 

students

2026
January

● 28th Prep(Foundation) -Year 6 commence Term 1, 2026
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Important Dates / Info

Medical Plans And Asthma 
Plans
This is a friendly reminder to provide the school with 
updated medical and asthma plans for 2024. If your 
child has asthma or requires other medications, 
please ensure that Ventolin, a spacer, and any 
necessary medications are supplied on the first day 
back to the school office.

All medications will be stored in individually labeled 
bags in the school office for safekeeping.

Pick-up From After-School 

Parents are asked to please be prompt when 
picking up your child/ren after-school.  If a ride is 
not here when school concludes, the student may 
be sent to aftercare instead of the office.  Please 
remember school aftercare does have a cost 
involved and time will begin accruing at the end 
of the school day.  If a student’s ride has run into 
an unexpected delay, please call the main office 
to let them know.

YLV are always happy to hear from 
families, carers, and members of the 
local school community. If you would 
like to make an enquiry about our 
services, including After School Care, 
Before School Care, Pupil-Free Day and 
Vacation Care, please call Marina 0402 
192 685
ylv.com.au to register



Notice Board
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Chicken Eggs For Sale

· St Gerard’s would like to offer families the 
opportunity to purchase delicious organic eggs 
laid by our resident flock of chickens. 

• You can purchase these eggs from the school 
office at a cost of $8 per dozen. 

• All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go 
towards purchasing food for our feathered 
friends.

• Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw 
if you would like to purchase some eggs. 

Happy Birthday to all who have 
celebrated and will celebrate their 
birthdays this week.

● Christian Yr 4
● Naomi Yr 4
● Anointed Yr 6
● Hudson Yr 5

● Every Day Counts - Primary School Attendance 
Information

● North Dandenong Cricket Club
● St Gerard’s Parish Feast Day
● Nazareth Secondary College School Tour Dates 

and 2027 Year 7 Application Dates
● Mazenod College Open Day & School Tours Info
● Goodstart Early Learning - Princes Highway


