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ST GERARD’S SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Term 4, Week 02                      17  October  2025

Loving God,

Yesterday we celebrated the life of St 

Gerard Majella, and we give thanks for the 

joy, faith, and kindness he shared with the 

world.

Thank you for our school community, for 

the gift of learning, friendship, and 

guidance.

May the example of St Gerard continue to 

inspire us every day to be caring, 

courageous, and full of hope.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Celebrating St Gerard’s Feast Day with Talent and Joy!
2025 Winners of the Talent Quest
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear families,

This week has seen us focus more closely than usual on our Patron.

What a wonderful day we had as a school community yesterday (Thursday) as we celebrated the Feast of St 
Gerard.  We started the day by gathering with the Parish for mass followed by our Annual St Gerard’s Talent 
Quest.  This is always a fantastic event with our children sharing their many and various gifts and talents.  It 
was great to see so many families come and support our children. I would like to thank and congratulate all our 
participants as it takes courage to perform in front of the whole school and families. A big thank you to our 
Year 6 Leaders who hosted, organised backstage and controlled the music.  I would also like to acknowledge 
Mrs Stack for her coordination of the day.  I have already had children tell me what they are planning for next 
year!

Another important aspect of our celebrations is the announcing of our St Gerard Majella Awards.  Each class 
has a recipient which is for a person who shows the virtues of St Gerard.
It is important as a faith community to reflect on and be inspired by the life of our patron.  He faced many 
challenges in his life but always maintained his faith and trust in God. A quote from St Gerard which particularly 
resonates with me is ‘I see in my neighbour the person of Jesus Christ’. This is certainly something I see present 
in our school on a daily basis through the interactions of our community.

In addition, this Sunday 19 October, the Parish extends an invitation to our school community to join them to 
celebrate our Patron. This invitation includes Mass at 10.30am followed by Lunch in the Parish Hall from 
12.00 noon. Please see the Information contained in this Newsletter.

A reminder to those families who have children with a Medical Management Plan.  If there are changes to any 
aspect of the plan, please contact the School Office.  It is vital that the information we have at school is 
current.  With Spring now upon us, there is often a need to check and re-assess certain medical conditions.

Information and permission for our upcoming Swimming Program was sent out to all families this week 
through Operoo.  Please make sure you respond to this information.  If you are encountering any difficulties with 
Operoo please come in or contact the School Office it is important that all families can access this platform.

Lastly, please see the Important Dates section in this newsletter for events in Term 4.

God bless.

Paul COWAN
PRINCIPAL
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Religious News
An Invitation to Bring Mary Home: A Week of Family 

Spiritual Connection

Families are welcome to take home the Our Lady statue for a 
week to support and enrich prayer time at home. It comes with a 
brochure on how to pray the rosary and some rosary beads. If 
families would like to take the statue home, please let Mrs Stack 
know.

Lunchtime Rosary

The Legion of Mary Group is working with the school to lead the Rosary during lunch breaks. These Rosary 
sessions will take place during the first lunch break on Tuesdays in Weeks 4 and 8 of each term.

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Celebrating the Month of the Rosary

Throughout October, we honour Our Lady during the Month of the Rosary.  Each week, Our Lady’s 
statue will visit different year levels, giving students the opportunity to pray the Rosary together and 
reflect on the life of Jesus with Mary.
Class Schedule:

● Week 1: Years 1 & 2
● Week 2: Years 3 & 4
● Week 3: Years 5 & 6
● Week 4: Foundation
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

World Mission Month 2025

Pope Leo XIV Opens Jubilee Celebrations for Missionaries of Hope

October is World Mission Month, a time to celebrate and support those who bring hope, faith and 
compassion to communities around the world. This year’s theme, “Missionaries of Hope Among All 
Peoples,” reminds us to live with faith and share God’s love in our daily lives. Let us pray for and 
support missionaries everywhere who bring light and hope to others.
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Mission Month Assembly and White Elephant Stall

Our Mission Assembly will be held on Friday, 17th October.  During this assembly, our Social Justice 
Leaders will introduce the White Elephant Stall, which will be our major fundraiser for Mission Month. 
The stall will take place on Friday, 31st October.  In the lead-up, we invite families to donate any 
unwanted toys in good condition for the stall.  Please support this initiative by helping your child bring 
in donations and save some money to spend on the day.

Remembrance Day Poppy Badges

The Social Justice Team will be selling Poppy Badges for $1 in 
the lead-up to Remembrance Day on 11 November.  All proceeds 
will be donated to the RSL, supporting Australian veterans and 
their families. Each badge purchased helps provide essential 
care and assistance to those who have served our country.
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St Gerard’s Feast Day

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Feast Day of Saint Gerard Majella – Parish and School Mass

We warmly invite all families to join our Parish and School community in celebrating the Feast Day of our patron, 
Saint Gerard Majella .  Bishop Thinh Nguyen  will lead the Mass on Sunday, October 19th, at 10:30 am . We look 
forward to celebrating this special occasion together as a community of faith.
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Whole School Masses

End of Year Mass                           Friday 12th December at 12:00

Level Mass

Yrs: Foundation, 5/6O & 5/6T
Yrs 3/4S & 3/4W Wednesday 3rd December, 9:15am
Yrs 1/2FB & 1/2S Thursday 4th December, 9:15am

Reconciliation

Yrs 3/4W & 3/4S: Thursday, 27th November at 10:15am
Yrs 5/6O and 5/6T:              Thursday, 4th December at 10:15am

Important Dates for Term 4

Sunday, 19th October: 10:30am St Gerard’s Feast Day Parish Mass

Thursday 30th October: 11:05 Lunchtime Rosary in the Church

Friday 31st October: White Elephant Stall

Saturday, 1st November: All Saints Day (Saturday this year)

Sunday, 2nd November: All Souls Day (Sunday this year)

Tuesday, 11th November:  Remembrance Day, one minute silence 

Thursday, 26th November:  Year 6 Reflection Day

Wednesday 5th November: Graduation Mass Planning (8:55-9:55) TBC

Thursday 27th November: 11:05 Lunchtime Rosary in the Church

Friday, 28th November:  First Sunday of Advent Assembly at 2:30

Tuesday 9th December:    Christmas Carols Evening

Wednesday 10th December: Christmas Activities Rotations

Wednesday 10th December: Christmas Carols Tour of the Nursing Homes Excursion TBC

Friday, 12th December: End of Year Mass, 12:00

Monday, 15th December: Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm
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Wellbeing

Wellbeing is about balance in all aspects in life.

It encompasses the health of the whole person – physical, mental, social and emotional. A person’s wellbeing 
can change moment to moment, day to day, month to month and year to year. It can be influenced by what’s 
happening in a specific moment and the actions that people take.

As with positive mental health, wellbeing is most likely to flourish in a supportive and inclusive environment – a 
safe place where diversity is acknowledged, respected and seen as adding to the vibrancy and strength of the 
entire community.

Your engagement influences that of children and young people.

While you’re putting your energy into creating a positive mental health environment for children and young 
people, it’s also important to focus on the wellbeing of yourself and your family.

Give Me 5 News

This week the Give Me Five focus was to ‘Be Cooperative’ in the learning areas.

The teachers were looking for students who were being cooperative while learning. These students were rewards 
with a raffle ticket in the classroom.
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Garden Market Stall
St Gerard’s Garden Market Stall Next Thursday!

Don’t miss our Garden Market Stall happening next Thursday 3:15 pm in front of the school church!  Come along and 
support our students as they sell a fresh selection of organically grown produce including lettuce, carrots, silver beet, and 
eggs from our very own chickens.

All items have been grown and cared for by the students with dedication and without the use of chemicals or pesticides, 
just good old fashioned hard work and nature!

Be sure to get in early so you don’t miss out, stock is limited and always popular!  Please bring cash as EFTPOS will not be 
available.

All funds raised will go directly towards maintaining our chickens and the school vegetable garden.

Thank you for your support!
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Wurundjeri Landcare
This week, our school community made fantastic progress on our Wurundjeri Way garden, thanks to the support of the Landcare 
Grant. Students and teachers came together with great enthusiasm and teamwork to continue transforming this special space.

Armed with shovels and smiles, our students began the week by carefully spreading mulch around our native plants. This 
important step helps protect the roots and retain moisture, ensuring our plants thrive for years to come. Following this, students 
got hands on building a brand new path through the garden, creating easier access and making the area even more inviting.

To finish the week, we added two beautiful birdbaths. These not only enhance the peaceful feel of the garden but also provide a 
much-needed water source for local birds and wildlife a perfect way to give back to nature.

A heartfelt thank you goes to Mr Cooke for his incredible support, guidance, and dedication. His help has been instrumental in 
bringing our garden project to life.

We look forward to watching our Wurundjeri Way garden grow and become a thriving, sustainable space for learning and 
connection with the natural world. Stay tuned for more updates!
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Reading Before School
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Important Dates / Info

Updating Payment Details

Parents are reminded to contact the school office if there are any 
changes to your payment details. This includes expired credit cards 
or updated bank account information. Keeping these details current 
helps ensure your payments are processed smoothly.

Outstanding School Fees

If you have not yet made any payments toward school fees, we 
kindly ask that you begin doing so as soon as possible to avoid 
falling behind.

If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please don't hesitate to 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment with Principal 
Paul Cowan. We are here to support you and work together on a 
solution.

St Gerard’s understands the financial commitment associated with providing a quality education for your child.  

Recognising the diverse needs of our families, the school has a convenient and flexible solution for paying school fees 

through our payment schedules accessible via the office.

If you are having trouble paying or require assistance in setting up your payment schedule, please contact the office 

who will be more than happy to assist you in setting up a suitable payment arrangement.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in providing the best possible education for your child at St 

Gerard’s School.
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Important Dates / Info
October

● 19th World Mission Sunday

● 19th Parish Mass celebrating St Gerard’s Feast Day

● 20th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC

● 22nd 8:30am Reading before school in the library

● 23rd 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

● 24th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

● 27th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC

● 29th 8:30am Reading before school in the library

● 30th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

● 30th Ride/ Walk to School Day

● 30th Rosary with The Legion of Mary

● 31st World Teachers' Day

● 31st 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

November

● 3rd School Closure Day - Time in Lieu Acquittal

● 4th Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

● 5th 8:30 am Reading before school in the library

● 5th Year 6 Graduation Mass Planning 8:55-9:55am

● 6th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard

● 6th Subway Lunch 

● 7th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

● 10th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 1)

● 10th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC

● 11th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 2)

● 11th Remembrance Day

● 12th 8.30am Reading before school in the library

● 13th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 3)

● 14th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 4)

● 17th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC

● 17th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 5)
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Important Dates / Info
November

● 18th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 6)
● 19th 8:30 am Reading before school in the library
● 20th Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 7)
● 20th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 21st Swimming at Dandenong Oasis (Day 8)
● 24th School Closure Day - Mathematics
● 26th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 26th Year 6 Reflection Day
● 27th Level Mass - Foundation, Years 5/6O and 5/6T
● 27th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 27th Rosary with The Legion of Mary
● 27th Reconciliation Years 3/4W and 3/4S
● 27th Ride/ Walk to School Day
● 28th 2:50pm Assembly in the PAC

December

● 1st 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 2nd Art Show Opens
● 3rd 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 3rd Level Mass: Years 3/4S and 3/4W
● 4th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 4th Level Mass: Years 1/2FB and 1/2S
● 4th Reconciliation Years 5/6O and 5/6T
● 8th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 9th Christmas Carols evening at 7.00pm
● 9th Art Show Closes
● 10th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 11th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 11th Subway Lunch
● 12th End of School Year Mass at 12.00 noon
● 15th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 15th Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm in the PAC
● 16th Students last day of school 3:10pm Guard of honour for Year 6 

students

2026
January

● 28th Prep(Foundation) -Year 6 commence Term 1, 2026
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Important Dates / Info

Medical Plans And Asthma 
Plans
This is a friendly reminder to provide the school with 
updated medical and asthma plans for 2024. If your 
child has asthma or requires other medications, 
please ensure that Ventolin, a spacer, and any 
necessary medications are supplied on the first day 
back to the school office.

All medications will be stored in individually labeled 
bags in the school office for safekeeping.

Pick-up From After-School 

Parents are asked to please be prompt when 
picking up your child/ren after-school.  If a ride is 
not here when school concludes, the student may 
be sent to aftercare instead of the office.  Please 
remember school aftercare does have a cost 
involved and time will begin accruing at the end 
of the school day.  If a student’s ride has run into 
an unexpected delay, please call the main office 
to let them know.

YLV are always happy to hear from 
families, carers, and members of the 
local school community. If you would 
like to make an enquiry about our 
services, including After School Care, 
Before School Care, Pupil-Free Day and 
Vacation Care, please call Marina 0402 
192 685
ylv.com.au to register



Notice Board
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Chicken Eggs For Sale

· St Gerard’s would like to offer families the 
opportunity to purchase delicious organic eggs 
laid by our resident flock of chickens. 

• You can purchase these eggs from the school 
office at a cost of $8 per dozen. 

• All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go 
towards purchasing food for our feathered 
friends.

• Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw 
if you would like to purchase some eggs. 

Happy Birthday to all who have 
celebrated and will celebrate their 
birthdays this week.

● Azaria Yr 5

● Every Day Counts - Primary School Attendance 
Information

● North Dandenong Cricket Club
● St Gerard’s Parish Feast Day
● Nazareth Secondary College School Tour Dates 

and 2027 Year 7 Application Dates
● Mazenod College Open Day & School Tours Info
● Goodstart Early Learning - Princes Highway

6th NOVEMBER


