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Reminder our new website it now 
live and we will no longer have the 

term calendar attached to the 
newsletter.  Please check the 

website for all upcoming events and 
news.
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Tuesday, 23 July
● NO RUNNING CLUB
● Confirmation Reflection Day
● Most Rev Bishop Elliott 

visits Confirmation 
Candidates 

Wednesday, 24 July
Homework Club

Thursday, 25 July
3/4 Level Mass 9:15

Friday, 26 July
● Ride to School
● AFL clinic Gr 3-6
● 3/4 L Kitchen Garden

Sunday’s two stories of hospitality give us much to meditate on. Abraham meets his 
guests and gives all of his attention to their need for food, drink and comfort. He 
even waits on them as they eat – and his reward is the promise of a longed-for son.
Martha welcomed Jesus into her home, but becomes distracted by preparations. 
Her sister Mary listens, sitting ‘at the Lord’s feet’. Martha’s frustration perhaps belies 
a desire to do the same.
How do we relate to the wisdom of a listening heart? Do we give time to listen to our 
friends’ needs, give attention to our child’s tales of success, hear the plea of a 
stranger? Or are we caught up in our own busyness? Be awake, be aware: we may 
miss an opportunity that may never come again. Let us resolve to be good listeners 
and so give love to those we meet.

HAPPY ARE THEY WHO HAVE KEPT THE 
WORD WITH A GENEROUS HEART AND 

YIELD A HARVEST THROUGH 
PERSEVERANCE

LUKE 8:15

UNIFORM SHOP
Opening Hours

 Monday Mornings
8:30—10:30
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MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL
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Dear Families,

Welcome back to what promises to be a busy and exciting term full of learning. I hope that the holidays 
provided the opportunity for you to rest and recharge your energy levels. Well done to the staff and 
students for the smooth and settled start this week. When walking around the school there is a buzz of 
positive energy.

I would like to thank the students and staff for the warm welcome I have received. I feel very humbled 
and privileged to be the new principal of St Gerard’s. When I visited late last term I was given some 
welcome cards from the students which provided me with lots of information about the school. When 
reading them over the holidays there were a few common themes that emerged. They were that St 
Gerard’s is a caring place with kind people that provides numerous opportunities for the students. Also 
that it is one of the best schools in Victoria and indeed Australia! 

The other aspect I have found interesting is the number of people who have a connection to St 
Gerard’s. This has included parents who were here as students, family friends and work colleagues. All 
have spoken with great enthusiasm and pride about their association with our school. Throughout the 
week I have met some of our families and I also wish to thank them for their warm welcome. I look 
forward to meeting all families and working closely with you.

We have our Year 6 students in the final stages of their preparation to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. This is a significant stage in their faith journey and I ask you to keep them and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers.

This Sunday’s Gospel see’s Jesus visiting Mary and Martha in their home. It is easy to be ‘kept busy’ by 
day to day items which can distract us from what is really important. This can be a challenge for us all 
and something to keep in mind.

Finally, enrolments for 2020 are currently being taken. If you have a child who will be starting school 
next year and have not yet enrolled them please come in for a chat or contact the Office.

God Bless.

Paul Cowan



Whole School Masses:
Thursday, 15  August:   Feast of the Assumption at 12:00

Level Masses:
Prep and Years 5/6:         Thursday, 5 September at 9:15
Years 1/2:                          Thursday, 1 August at 9:15
Years 3/4:                          Thursday, 25 July at 9:15
 
Sacramental Dates for term 3
Confirmation: Year 6
Confirmation Child/Parent info night:  4 June (term 2)
Confirmation Retreat Day:          Tuesday, 23 July
Visit of Bishop Elliot:                   TBA
Confirmation:                                Sunday, 28 July, 3pm
Confirmation Assembly:             Friday, 2 August, 2:30    
 
First Communion: Year 4
First Communion Parent Information Night: Thursday, 30 July 7pm
First Communion Reflection Day: Wednesday 5,  September
First Communion: Sunday, 8 September at 2pm 

(for Year 4)
First Communion Assembly: Friday 13 September at 2:30

Altar boy training
Please be advised that the last altar boy training for Term 2 will be Friday, 27 June and will recommence Term 
3 on Thursday, 25 July.

St Gerard’s Talent Quest Auditions:
Early next term, as part of our celebrations for our Feast Day we will
 be holding our annual Talent Quest. Children will need to audition
 for this event in the last week of term.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
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Poem
The best things in life are free! Look 
around and you will see, simple 
things come naturally. Like your 
family, your friends, love, faith and 
God. Do you have to pay money? NO! 
Even your life is free. But you may 
think, how about gifts and WiFi and 
all that stuff? When you die, they all 
don’t matter anymore. All that 
matters is love, faith and God. And all 
these things are free! See?
By - Matthew DinhOriginal Poem by Matthew Dinh

This beautiful poem was written by Grade 6 student Matthew Dinh.  



Walk or Ride To School
Friday, 26 July 2019

           

Friday, 26 July is a Ride to School Day. Students are encouraged to 
walk or ride to school from home or from a nearby drop off point. 
If your child doesn’t normally walk to school, you could do this 
together. 

Students who ride are given a sticker and the class who has the 
most students riding or walking get to keep our Ride to School 
trophy in their classroom for that month.

Students can ride bikes, skateboards or scooters. 

They must wear a helmet at all times. 

WELLBEING NEWS
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A big congratulations to the following students who have displayed the Give Me 5 Principles in the 
classroom and playground. These students received the Principal’s Award for their behaviour. 

Prep C
Well done to Antonio, 
Jerome, Edwin, Francis 
and Gabriel. Keep up the 
spectacular work!

1/2 B

Well done to Ainsley, Indiana, 
Mezin, Emmanuel and 
Richard. Keep up the 
amazing work!

1/2 F

Well done to Liam, Jacob, 
Adina, Krystn and Luke. 
Keep up the fantastic work!



WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D

Whole School Classroom Reward System
We now have a whole school class reward system. Students who display the 
expectations present on the matrix will be rewarded with a raffle ticket from 
their classroom teacher. Once a month the raffle tickets from each class will be 
collected and drawn during Monday assembly. The raffle tickets will be drawn 
on Monday, 29 July and 6 lucky winners will get to have hot chips with the 
Principal!

This week in our SEL lesson we revised “Being our best in the playground” expectations from our 
Give Me 5 matrix.

The Prep to 2’s discussed the importance of being their best in the playground. The students then 
worked collaboratively to discuss why sharing equipment and trying to solve their own problems 
in the playground was an important skill to practise. The student’s role played different scenarios 
of how they could share equipment and try to solve their own problems in the playground. 

The 3/4's created posters and displayed them around the school, to remind
 students how everyone can be their best in the playground.

“Being our best in the playground”
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KITCHEN GARDEN DATES & CLASSES
Week Class
Friday 26 July @ 11:45- 1:40 3/4L
Friday 2 July @ 11:45- 1:40 1/2B
Friday 9 August @ 11:45- 1:40 1/2FP
Friday 16 August @ 11:45- 1:40 3/4S
Friday 23 August@ 11:45- 1:40 5/6VT
Friday 30 August@ 11:45- 1:40 5/6O
Friday 6 September@ 11:45- 1:40 Prep C

Parents we would love for you to be involved in 
the Garden to Kitchen Program. Please see your 
child’s class teacher or Mrs Fernandez if you 
would like to participate. Also a big thank you to 
all the lovely parents who have been generously 
giving up their Friday afternoons to assist the 
students and teachers in the program! 

Thank you Pamela, Afet, Layale and Rachel!!



OTHER NEWS

If you have changed your contact details, 
please pick up a ‘Change of Details’ form 
from OSHC or the office.  It is important 
that our records are up-to-date.

Information regarding Youth Leadership Victoria 
philosophy and goals will be going home to those 
families currently enrolled on a permanent or 
casual basis. Please read the information and 
return the ‘Suggestion’ form to Marina at your 
earliest convenience. 
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OSHC NEWS

Tuesday 23 July 2019 – 9:30 am, 10.00 am and 10.30 am.
Tuesday 15 October 2019 – 9:30 am, 10.00 am and 10.30 
am.
https://www.mazenod.vic.edu.au/a-faith-centre
d-education/enrolment/open-days-and-tours/

Tuesday, 23 July 2019
Wednesday, 14 August 2019
http://www.nazareth.vic.edu.au/enrolments/sc
hool-tours-open-days/

https://www.mazenod.vic.edu.au/a-faith-centred-education/enrolment/open-days-and-tours/
https://www.mazenod.vic.edu.au/a-faith-centred-education/enrolment/open-days-and-tours/
http://www.nazareth.vic.edu.au/enrolments/school-tours-open-days/
http://www.nazareth.vic.edu.au/enrolments/school-tours-open-days/

