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Heavenly Father,

During this sacred Lenten season, we turn our 
hearts to You. 

Guide us on a path of reflection, repentance, 
and spiritual renewal.  May our thoughts, words, 
and actions be aligned with Your love and 
grace. 

In turning towards You, grant us strength, 
wisdom, and the courage to follow the 
teachings of Your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Amen.

Embracing the spirit of Lent: A special moment at the Reconciliation Family Workshop last night. This week's 'Give Me 5' focus 
encourages us to Be Positive in the Learning Spaces, while the Gospel message guides us to turn our hearts to Jesus.
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear Families,

We have had another week of interesting weather where we have experienced some very hot 
conditions.  I would like to commend our children and staff on being able to negotiate the conditions 
and still maintain learning.

On Tuesday we had our 3 Way Conversations which provided the opportunity for children, families 
and teachers to come together, share information and establish a partnership to best support the 
learning of our children.  If families have not as yet met with their child(rens) teacher(s) please 
contact them to arrange a suitable time.

On Thursday we had our first Ride / Walk to School Day for the year.  While we have a small group 
of children who walk or ride everyday, these days are always well supported. Despite a warm day, it 
was wonderful to see so many children start the day with some exercise.

Also on Thursday we had our Reconciliation Family Workshop for those children in Year 3 who are 
preparing for this wonderful sacrament of forgiveness.  It is always inspiring to see families come 
together to share and develop their faith.  I would also like to thank Mrs Stack, Ms Sonno, Mrs Lewis 
and Mrs Govic for leading and conducting this session.  The children will celebrate their First 
Reconciliation on Thursday 14 March. Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers as they 
embark on this significant step in their faith journey.

Today (Friday) our Year 3 - 6 classes were involved in the second session of a 4 week cricket 
program.  This is proving to be a great chance to develop both sporting and social skills and is 
being enjoyed by all our children.

While on a sporting theme, a reminder about our upcoming after school AUSKICK program which 
starts next Wednesday 28 February at 3.30pm.  Flyers about this program have been handed out 
and also sent to all families via Seesaw.  This information is also on our Community Noticeboards 
and in this newsletter.  We have had a steady flow of registrations particularly from our Foundation - 
Year 2 children.  Please contact me if you have any questions or issues with registering.

Information was sent out this week via Operoo about our Whole School Athletics Day which is on 
next Friday 1 March at Mentone Athletics Track.  This is always a fantastic day where our whole 
school is involved in athletic activities.  Families are more than welcome to come along and be part 
of the fun.  Also, if there are any adults that would like to help us with some of the activities/ events, 
please contact Mrs Wilson via Seesaw or email twilson@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au as this 
really helps the day to run smoothly.  Please note that as part of our Child Safety Policies and 
Procedures all helpers require a Working With Children Check and need to have come to a 
Volunteer Induction Session.
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE…..cont’d

As mentioned over the last few weeks, our school gates are opened at 8.40am each morning. If 
children arrive or are dropped at school before this time there is a genuine safety concern as they 
are unsupervised and outside the school grounds. Also when it is raining there is no shelter. 
Therefore I am asking families to drop their children off after 8.40am or wait with them until the 
gates are opened.

 A final reminder to those families who have children with a Medical Management Plan that if there 
are changes or updates to any aspect of the plan or it has expired, you need to contact the School 
Office and provide current documentation. It is vital that the information we have here at school is 
current and accurate.

Lastly, we have the first of our Open Days for Term 1 next Tuesday 27 February between 9.30am - 
5.00pm. This is an opportunity for prospective families to see all that we offer here at St Gerard’s. 
We have 2 other Open Days planned for Wednesday 6 March and Thursday 14 March. If you know 
families who will be looking for a school in 2025, we would appreciate you letting them know of these 
dates.

Thank you for your continued support and God bless.

Paul Cowan
PRINCIPAL



Other Important Dates for Religion:

TBA: Delegation of Yr 6 leaders attend St. Patrick’s Day Mass at Cathedral
25th March onwards: The Passion Prayer Spaces for student participation
28th March: Holy Thursday
29th March: Good Friday Day of Fast and Abstinence
30th March: Holy Saturday
31st March: Easter Sunday
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Religious Education

Whole School Mass: 

Level Mass: 
1/2 Level: 29th February, 9:15am
Prep/5/6 Level: 7th March, 9:15am
3/4 Level: 14th March, 9:15am

Reconciliation:
Year 5/6O: Thursday, 14th March at 10:15 
Year 4:   Thursday, 21st March at 10:15
Year 5/6 T: Thursday, 29th February at 10:15am

Sacrament Dates, 2024
 

First Reconciliation: (Grade 3)
First Reconciliation:     Thursday 14th March, 6:30

First Communion: (Grade 4)
First Communion Family Workshop: Thursday 18th April, 6:30pm
First Communion: Sunday 2nd June, 10:30am

Confirmation: (Grade 6)
Confirmation Family Workshop Night:   Thursday 18th April, 7:30pm
Most Rev. Anthony J. Ireland Visits Yr 6: Friday 31st May, 9:30am
Confirmation:        Saturday 1st June, 5:30pm
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Religious Education
Project Compassion
Caritas Australia's yearly Lenten campaign unites countless Australians in the global fight against poverty, championing 
justice, and upholding dignity. On Ash Wednesday, Project Compassion Boxes will be handed out to every class, each 
assigned a specific fundraising target for the Lenten season. The class that achieves the highest fundraising amount will 
enjoy a well-deserved free dress day as a reward! Stay informed about each class's progress in fundraising efforts through 
regular updates provided by the Social Justice Leadership Team during school assemblies.

Altar Servers

Altar service practice will takes place every Thursday evening at 5:30 pm in St. Gerard's Church. To be eligible for service, 
individuals must have completed their First Communion. This provides a wonderful opportunity for young members of the 
Church to participate in the liturgy and take on the responsibilities associated with altar service. For any inquiries regarding 
altar service practice or eligibility, please feel free to contact the parish office at 97924422.

An Invitation to Bring Mary Home
An Invitation to Bring Mary Home: A Week of Family Spiritual Connection

We extend an invitation to families to bring the Our Lady statue into their homes for a week, enhancing their family 
prayer experience. A brochure containing instructions for engaging in rosary prayer, along with sets of rosary beads, will 
be provided. If you are interested in taking the Our Lady statue home, please let Mrs. Stack know.
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Religious Education
Lunchtime Rosary
The Legion of Mary Group is collaborating with the school to lead the praying of the Rosary during 
lunch breaks. These sessions will be available during the first lunch on a Tuesday in weeks 4 and 8 in 
each term.

The Passion Prayer Spaces
We're pleased to invite families to our Prayer Spaces starting March 25th. Each class will create a 
unique prayerful experience reflecting on The Passion through assigned Stations of the Cross.
Details:

● When: March 25th onwards
● Where: PAC Prayer Spaces

Come join us for a reflective journey and we look forward to sharing this meaningful time with you! 
More details to follow.

Easter Prayer Spaces
Stay tuned for more information on the specific date and location of our Easter Prayer Spaces. 
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WELLBEING
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WELLBEING

●          Why is SEL important for learning?

Research shows that children and young people’s learning is influenced by a range of social and emotional 
factors.

○ Children and young people with social and emotional learning skills have better academic 
outcomes, as well as improved physical health and a better quality of life. How well individuals 
do in their learning community is affected by things such as how:

○
○ confident they feel about their abilities
○ effectively they’re able to manage their own behaviour
○ well they can concentrate and organise themselves
○ effectively they can solve problems
○ positively they can get on with educators and their peers
○ effectively they consider others’ needs
○ well they can understand and accept responsibilities.

■ Therefore, SEL and success within the learning community go hand in hand.
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WELLBEING

A big thank you to all of the families who participated in 
Ride to School Day on Thursday 22nd February.

Congratulations to 5/O who had the most students 
walking, scooting and riding to school!!

Well done to:

1st place- 5/6O with 73% riding, scooting or 
walking

2nd place- 5/6T with 72% riding, scooting or 
walking

3rd place- 3/4SG with 61% riding, scooting or 
walking
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Literacy-Before School Reading
Every Wednesday Mornings Before School
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LUNCHTIME GARDENING CLUB

Please note the following changes in relation to uniform purchases for St Gerard’s Primary School:

Uniforms can now be purchased in the following ways:

Option 1 - Online Order

Access to our Online Ordering System

1. www.aplusschoolwear.com.au
2. Go to SHOP ONLINE NOW (red box)
3. Select your school
4. Uniform listing with images will appear.

Select items you are wishing to purchase:

Style
Size
Colour
Quantity
Add items to bag

5. Once all items are added to bag, proceed to checkout.

6. Select delivery options

a. Pick up from school (free) in comments section please enter your child's name and class

b. Pick up from A Plus Schoolwear (free) 

c. Postal address (delivery charges will apply)

7. Either checkout as guest, returning customer or create a new account.

Orders placed by Sunday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday                             

Option 2 - Fill out the order form and leave it at the school office.
 Orders received by Friday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday

RETURNS
Can be given to the school office and will be either exchanged or refunded by A Plus School wear.

Should you have any queries regarding the above, please contact A Plus Schoolwear

9354 8345 or email angie@agsprints.com.au



IMPORTANT DATES / NOTES
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February

● 28th Foundation Rest Day

● 28th Reading before school in the library from 8:30am

● 28th AUSKICK (AFL) Week 1, 3:30pm - 4:30 pm

● 29th Year 1/2 Level Mass in the Church at 9:15am

● 29th Year 5/6T Reconciliation at school

March

● 1st St Gerard’s Whole School Athletics Day at Mentone Athletics Track

● 6th Reading before school in the library from 8:30am

● 6th AUSKICK (AFL) Week 2, 3:30pm - 4:30 pm

● 7th Foundation and Year 5/6 Level Mass in the Church at 9:15am

● 7th Year 4 Reconciliation at school

● 7th First Reconciliation Reflection Day

● 11th Labour Day Public Holiday

● 13th - 25th NAPLAN Testing (Years 3 and 5)

● 13th Reading before school in the library from 8:30am

● 13th AUSKICK (AFL) Week 3, 3:30pm - 4:30 pm

● 14th Year 3/4 Level Mass in the Church at 9.15am

● 14th Year 5/6O Reconciliation at school

● 14th Sacrament of First Reconciliation at 6.30pm

● 19th Rosary in the Church at 11.05am

● 20th Reading before school in the library from 8:30am

● 20th AUSKICK (AFL) Week 4, 3:30pm - 4:30 pm

● 22nd National Ride to School Day

● 25th Holy Week/Easter Presentations start

● 27th Reading before school in the library from 8:30am

● SUBWAY

● 28th Holy Week/Easter Presentations conclude

● 28th End of Term 1 school finishes at 3.30pm



IMPORTANT DATES / NOTES
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Medical Plans And Asthma 
Plans
Just a reminder to parents to provide the 
school with updated medical and asthma plans 
for 2024.  If your child has asthma or requires 
other medications please supply ventolin, 
spacer and medications on the first day back to 
the school office.

All medications will be stored in individually 
labelled bags in the school office.  

Pick-up From After-School 

Parents are asked to please be prompt when 
picking up your child/ren after-school.  If a 
ride is not here when school concludes, the 
student may be sent to aftercare instead of 
the office.  Please remember school 
aftercare does have a cost involved and time 
will begin accruing at the end of the school 
day.  If a student’s ride has run into an 
unexpected delay, please call the main 
office to let them know.
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SCHOOL FEES

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 

families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 

activities.
If you (not child) hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 

CSEF.  The allowance is paid directly to the school to use only towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 

sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

For concession card holders, CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being 

successfully validated with Centrelink.

Your child’s school will apply for the CSEF on your behalf.

Parents or legal guardians are required to complete a CSEF application form (BELOW) and lodge it with their child’s 

school for processing.

Application forms should be completed and lodged with schools as soon as possible in Term One, as payments are 

made from March onwards.  However, schools will be able to accept and process applications up until the end of Term 

Two each year.
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https://www.education.vic.gov.au/PAL/CSEF-application-form.docx
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Important Information
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Chicken Eggs For Sale

·   St Gerard’s would like to offer families the opportunity 

to purchase delicious organic eggs laid by our resident 
flock of chickens. 

• You can purchase these eggs from the school office at a 
cost of $7 per dozen. 

• All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go towards 
purchasing food for our feathered friends.

• Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw if you 
would like to purchase some eggs. 

Happy Birthday to all who had celebrated 
and will celebrate their birthdays, this week 
and over the holidays.

● KAVYA Yr 6
● JORAM Yr 3

● Every Day Counts - Primary School 
Attendance Information

● Mazenod College Open Day Information
● Noble Park Community Fun Day
● Noble Park Junior Football Club (AFL)
● Ukraine Support Fund
● AFL Auskick
● Springvale Indoor Sports


