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Tuesday, 3 December
Nazareth Orientation Day - Yr 6

Wednesday, 4 December
● Christmas Activity Day
● Subway Lunch
● NO HOMEWORK CLUB

Thursday, 5 December
Garden Stall - 3:20 pm

Term 4 finishes
Wednesday, 

18 December 2019
1:00 pm finish time

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Jesus, you rode to your birth on a donkey, held in the 
silent safety of Mary’s womb.  Remind us that we are 

the mothers and fathers, inn-keepers and census takers, 
preparing this world for your arrival.  This Advent, help 
us to be mindful of the world we are creating for you 

to enter into, once again, Amen

Christmas Carol 
Evening - 

12 December, 
7:00 pm 

http://www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au


PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
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Dear Families,

The weeks seem to be flying by so quickly. There is a real sense that Summer and Christmas are fast 
approaching.

This week saw our Garden to Kitchen program shift into Christmas cooking with families sharing 
some of their Christmas favourites. Our Year 3 – 6 students went home with some delicious items with 
our Prep – Year 2’s cooking next week. Thank you to those parents that came along and worked with us. 

Rehearsals for our Christmas Carols have started and from what I am hearing this will be a wonderful 
night. A reminder that Christmas Carols is on Tuesday 10 December starting at 7.00pm. It would be 
great to see you all there (and singing with us).

Our cricket clinics concluded yesterday (Thursday) with classes taking part in sessions run by Cricket 
Victoria. Cricket is an inclusive sport which develops both sporting and social skills. This may be a sport 
that your child considers playing with a local club. 

Next week we have the Nazareth College Concert Band performing for us on Monday, carols 
rehearsals and Christmas Art Activity Day on Wednesday. These activities provide the opportunity for 
our students to develop their own skills and appreciate the talents of others.

This Sunday we enter the Liturgical Season of Advent. This waiting and preparation time helps us to 
focus on the true meaning of Christmas, the coming of Our Lord. The Advent Wreath reminds us of a 
specific focus for each week. The message from this Sunday’s Gospel is, ‘Stay awake, you must be 
ready.’ As a school we gathered together today for our Advent Assembly, so that as a faith community 
we can journey through this season together.

Please keep an eye on dates here in our newsletter and on our website so that you don’t miss out on 
any opportunities our school is providing.

God Bless.

Paul Cowan

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Whole School Masses:
Friday, 13 December:                End of year Mass at 12:00

Level Masses:
Years 3/4:                          Thursday, 5 December at 9:15

Important Dates for Term 4
Tuesday, 10 December:   Christmas Carols Evening
Thursday, 12 December:   Choir Christmas Carols Excursion
Friday, 13 December:  End of year Mass, 12 noon
Tuesday, 17 December:        Year 6 final assembly, 2pm and Graduation, 7pm
Altar Boy Training -
The final day for altar boy training for 2019 will be Thursday, 5 December and will recommence on 
Thursday 6 February 2020.
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Prep Girls – white dress or white oversized t-shirt (angels)
Boys – black or brown shorts and t-shirt (reindeers)
(Prep teachers will supply any additional costumes).

1/2 Christmas t-shirt or green, red or white t-shirt with black pants or skirt.

3/4 Shorts, t-shirt with an Aussie Christmas theme if possible, thongs or sandals, 
green or gold tinsel around wrists.

5/6 All black long sleeve tops and long pants with different coloured tinsel around 
wrists and forehead. Santa hats if you have one.

What to wear for Carols Evening.
Below is a list of what each year level have been asked to dress as for the Carols Evening. 

Parent Volunteer Opportunity for St Vincent de Paul Soup Van
The St Gerard’s Soup Van will begin operation on 17th December, 2019 and will visit locations in the 
Dandenong area on an ongoing basis every Tuesday with the view of expanding in the future.

This soup van will offer food, social connection, and referral pathways out of homelessness and 
poverty, to people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness and disadvantage.

Based in our parish kitchen in the St Gerard’s hall, this Soup Van Operation will provide support at 
boarding/rooming houses and public street stops. 

If you would like to volunteer to help out either to cook or to assist on the St Vincent de Paul Soup 
Van runs, you are welcome to attend a meeting in the St Gerard’s Hall on Tuesday 3rd December at 
6:30pm. If you are interested in finding out more about volunteering, please send an expression of 
interest to James Tudehope (St Gerard’s Parish SVDP President Dandenong North Conference) at 
tadeu@bigpond.net.au.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
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WELLBEING NEWS 

Christmas Cooking Timetable
Week Class
Week 8- 29/11 Christmas cooking- Grades 3-6 (9:00- 2:00) Class timetable TBC
Week 9- 6/11 Christmas cooking- Grades P-2 (9:00-1:00) Class timetable TBC
Week 10- 13/11 No class due to End of Year Mass

A big congratulations to the following 

students who received their first golden 

band this week.

Prep C
Ethan
Anointed

The following students have worked hard 

to achieve their first precious gemstone: 

1/2B

Mary
Indianna

1/2FP
Jake

Well-done to 5/6O for achieving 50 
wristbands!! They will be negotiating a class 
reward with Mrs O’Brien. 

This Friday Grades 3- 6 enjoyed their ‘Christmas Cooking’ lesson. The students enjoyed preparing 
Christmas treats from around the world! Some of the sweets were, shortbread cookies, coconut balls and 
jam balls. Once again a huge thank you to our amazing, dedicated mums who volunteer their precious time 
every Friday and who also created the delicious Christmas menu. 

On Friday 6th December the Prep -2’s will be attending their Christmas cooking lesson. If you would like to 
participate please inform your class teacher, Mrs Munroe or Mrs Fernandez. 



As part of our health education this term we are having the Life Education
mobile learning centre visit our school from Monday 16th- Wednesday 18th December 2019,

Life Education delivers health education through a unique mobile learning
 centre environment which provides students to develop strategies and
 practice the skills required to lead a healthy lifestyle. 

Lessons are age appropriate and the children will be covering a wide range
of health related topics, ranging from, healthy eating and nutrition, medicines,
bullying, resilience and social skills.

Healthy Harold, the much loved Life Education giraffe mascot is always a much anticipated element of the visit. The 
sessions are always fun, interactive and really extend and develop the children’s understanding of the topics covered. 

As part of this visit a complimentary Parent Information Session is offered. The duration of the session is approximately 
30 minutes and is held in the Mobile Learning Centre (MLC). This gives parents an opportunity to gain an understanding 
of what the students will experience during the session. 

WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D
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We’ve been successful with our application for a Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant 
for our project, ‘Garden to Kitchen- Compost and Critters!’

This project will enhance the current Kitchen Garden Program. It will extend learning 
focussed on our Kitchen Garden program to include recycling and composting to 
reduce waste and improve the garden soil. The students will be engaged in 
researching the establishment of recycling and composting, collecting waste from 
classrooms and learning about how to compost materials to improve the garden.

St Gerard’s is one of 617 primary schools and early learning centres throughout Australia receiving a Woolworths 
Junior Landcare grant to help grow our next generation of environmental champions. 
The children and teachers are looking forward to working and learning from this project and we’ll keep you updated 
on the results.

As they grow, it becomes more important for children to gain approval from 
the adults in their lives. Families and educators can help improve children’s 
confidence and sense of self by giving them regular encouragement and 
praise.

Praise is most effective when adults are mindful of how and when they 
use it.

When praising children, focus on their efforts and achievements. Praise that’s specific and 
acknowledges the processes of completing an activity or solving a problem helps develop children's 
learning and motivation. For example, you might say “You put away your toys so nicely” or “You've 
used so many bright colours in your painting.”

Praising children for their efforts is motivating as it teaches them what they're doing well.
They can then use this learning when they have similar experiences in the future. For example, an 
educator might say, “I noticed you were really trying hard at building that block tower” or “Wow, look 
how smoothly you're rolling out that playdough.” This kind of praise is effective as it refers to the 
process of completing an activity. 

Confidence and praise

Our next Garden Market Stall will be held on 
Thursday 5th December at 3:20pm. The students 
will be selling fresh eggs, rosemary, 
mulberries and delicious homemade mulberry 
jam! Get in quick to avoid disappointment!!



● OSHC Program will be operating from 1.00 pm to 6.30 pm on the Wednesday, 18 December.  If 
you require care for your child please contact Marina as soon as possible as places will fill fast. 

● The program will be closed on Thursday 19 and Friday 20 December 2019. If you need care for 
these two days please call Shereen, coordinator of St Mary's OSHC program on 0422803717 or 
St Elizabeth OSHC program Coordinator Elarine on 0422803709.

● Children from OSHC who will not be returning to St Gerard’s Primary School in 2020 please 
advise Marina of your last day as accounts will need to be finalised before 16 December 2019. 

● All current families, both permanent and casual, wishing to continue your booking in 2020 please 
ensure you contact Marina to secure your child’s place.

● For new families needing to use OSHC in 2020 please complete an enrolment form prior to the 
end of term.  Enrolments are completed through the YLV website at 
https://ylv.com.au/vacation-care/

● Marina would like to thank those using the OSHC Care and looks forward to seeing you all in 
2020.

OSHC NEWS 

OTHER SCHOOL NEWS 
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https://ylv.com.au/vacation-care/

