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We are grateful for the contributions our teachers have 
made in ongoing difficult and trying circumstances.
We thank them for engaging in online learning, in 

supporting vulnerable students, for working tirelessly to 
reinvent education and for showing great resilience 

and creativity in their approach to learning and 
teaching.

We pray for all our teachers who help us to learn and 
grow in mind, body and spirit, and we ask God to 

specially bless them.
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Happy birthday to those 

students and staff who have 

celebrated their birthday this 

past week:!

● Elaine - Prep B

● Tiffany - 3/4C

● Mrs Stewart

A reminder that if your child is 
absent from school to please 
contact the Office either by 
phone or email. We are required 
to follow up all unexplained 
absences each day. Families will 
receive a text message if their 
child(ren) are not at school and 
we have not been informed. 
Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation.

This Monday,
1 November 

& 
Tuesday,

2 November

REMINDER 
School Closure 

Days

http://www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au


MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Dear families,
We have come to the end of our transition phase back to Onsite Learning and look forward to having all 
classes back every day from next Wednesday 3 November! 
A reminder that the school is closed on Monday 1 November and Tuesday 2 November.

With all our students back to Onsite Learning we will also be back to our usual start and end of the day 
routines. Cooperation with our before and after school arrangements is greatly appreciated as it keeps our 
children, families and staff safe. 

Please note that our school gates are opened at 8.30am each morning. If children arrive or are dropped 
at school before this time there is a safety concern as they are unsupervised and outside the school 
grounds. 

At after school pick up, please use the pedestrian crossing and designated walking areas (please see the 
map below) when walking home or to your car. This is a busy time of the day and we have been out of this 
routine due to Remote Learning. To assist with this the Pedestrian Crossing needs to be kept free of cars 
and I ask all drivers to monitor their speed and be very mindful of pedestrians. I thank you in advance for 
your understanding, patience and cooperation.

Also, if your child is displaying COVID -19 symptoms, please do not send them to school. COVID -19 
symptoms include:

● loss or change in sense of smell or taste
● fever
● chills or sweats
● a cough
● sore throat
● shortness of breath
● a runny nose

Today (Friday) in Australia is World Teachers Day when we acknowledge the hard work and dedication of 
our teachers. At St Gerard’s we believe that all staff have a role to play in the learning of our children so we 
are in fact all teachers. I would like to especially acknowledge how they have continued the learning of our 
children while shifting from Onsite to Remote Learning and this recent transition period..

Thank you to the families that completed the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools – School 
Improvement Surveys (MACSSIS). This survey helps inform the ongoing improvement of our school and 
schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne.

While our main focus at the moment is to transition our children back to Onsite Learning, we are also looking 
towards 2022. I am therefore asking families to contact the school office if your child(ren) will not be 
returning to St Gerard’s next year. Having accurate information helps us to be able to plan 2022 with a level 
of certainty.

Lastly, as mentioned last week, St Gerard’s now has an Instagram account which will allow us to share 
aspects of our school and the learning opportunities we provide for all our students. Please see further 
information about this exciting addition to our school in this newsletter

Continue to stay safe and God bless.

Paul Cowan
Principal



Mission Walk Around Thailand
Socktober for Mission Month encourages students across Australia to make a difference in the lives of 
vulnerable children in Thailand and around the world. During term 4 we are encouraging students to 
learn what life is like for children from Thailand, specifically those from slum areas in Bangkok. 
Students are challenged to get fit and raise funds for 
Catholic Missions by using a map of Thailand to track 
the distance they have covered when they walk (run, hop, 
skip, walk backwards, whatever) around the walking track on 
the oval. Students will be timetabled to walk around the 
track, 15 minutes a day for the whole term. The Mission 
Walk Around Thailand will become our main fundraising 
event for Mission Month.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Important Dates for Term 4

Monday, 1st November All Saints Day

Tuesday, 2nd November All Souls Day

Thursday, 11th November Remembrance Day, one minute silence

Thursday, 18th November Year 6 Reflection Day

Friday, 26th November Advent Assembly at 2:30 pm

Friday, 10th December Special Christmas Carols Evening sent via Vimeo

Friday, 10th December End of Year Mass - TBC

Tuesday, 14th December Year 6 Final Assembly, 2 pm and Graduation, 7 pm

Carols Evening
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, our Carols Event 
will again be held remotely this year. 
We hope to distribute a Vimeo link to 
our Christmas event for families on 
Friday, 10th December.

Celebration of First Communion and Confirmation
First Communion and Confirmation Mass times are currently scheduled to go ahead:

● Confirmation Mass: Friday 5th November, 7pm
● First Communion: Saturday 6th November, 11:30am and 2:30pm 

The families of candidates have been contacted through Seesaw today to confirm times and numbers 
of guests allowed to attend. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Mrs Stack.



How much exercise do children and young 
people need?
The Australian 24-Hour Movement Guidelines outline the following 
recommendations for children and young people:

● Infants (birth to one year): 30 minutes of supervised interactive floor-based play including tummy time, 
reaching and grasping, pushing and pulling and crawling.

● Toddlers (1-2 years): at least 180 minutes a day, including energetic play such as running and jumping.
● Pre-schoolers (3-5 years): at least 180 minutes a day of which 60 minutes is energetic play such as 

running, jumping and kicking and throwing.
● Children (5-12 years) and young people (13-17 years): at least 60 minutes of moderate to vigorous 

intensity physical activity every day.
● The percentage of children
●  meeting current guidelines is:
● 61% of two to five-year-olds
● 26% of five to 12-year-olds
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TECHNOLOGY NEWS

WELLBEING NEWS

St Gerard's Primary School is now on 
Instagram and Facebook
We are excited to launch our St Gerard’s Instagram Page.
Please like and follow us to see the special moments captured at our school. 
Share our page with all your family and friends. 

Stgprimaryschool
On Instagram St Gerard’s Primary School on Facebook

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/content/npra-0-5yrs-brochure
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LOCKDOWN IS OVER!!!! BROUGHT TO YOU BY 5/6 O AND 5/6 
VT
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