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Monday, 2 September

SCHOOL HATS MUST BE 

WORN

Tuesday, 3 September

Running Club - 8:15 am

Wednesday, 4 September

● Homework Club

● Dandenong District Athletics

(selected students)

Thursday, 5 September

● First Communion Reflection 

Day - Subway Lunch Yr 4

Friday, 6 September

● Sporting Schools

Sunday, 9 September

● First Communion 2:00 pm

God our Father, through the intercession of St. Joseph, the foster father of 
Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks and praise for all fathers 
in the world.

We pray for them so that they may find courage and perseverance to balance 
work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice.

We remember fathers, grandfathers, and great grandfathers who are no 
longer with us but who live forever in our memory and with You, and nourish 
us with their love. Amen

Congratulations to 

Trevor Fernando 

(3/4S), Jefferson 

Zaher (5/6O) and 

Luke Jiang (1/2FP)  

who have all 

welcomed new baby 

brothers in the past 

couple of weeks.

May God bless and 

watch over the 

babies and their 

families.

Saint Joseph and the Christ Child
MURILLO
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
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Dear Families,

The Victorian Curriculum states:

The Visual Arts curriculum aims to develop students’:

● conceptual and perceptual ideas and expressions through design and inquiry processes

● visual arts techniques, materials, processes and technologies

● critical and creative thinking, using visual arts languages, theories and practices to apply aesthetic 

judgment

● respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories and 

cultures of artists, craftspeople, designers, curators, critics and commentators

● respect for visual arts as social and cultural practices, including industry practices

● confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment and a personal aesthetic through engagement 

with visual arts making, viewing, discussing, analysing, interpreting and evaluating

Having experienced our Art Show last night I feel we can confidently say that we are providing our 

students with the appropriate learning opportunities in this area. This was a wonderful night for our 

school community and I would like to thank all of the families that came. It is often an overused phrase 

these days but there was a ‘great vibe’ in the PAC. The family pieces that were displayed showed that 

we have some very creative and artistically talented families. I would also like to thank our staff for the 

time and effort they put into assisting our students to create their pieces and also in the ways they 

presented the creations. Our school choir performed with great pride and enthusiasm and the 

musicians from Nazareth Secondary College helped to create a warm atmosphere. Our Art Show will 

remain set up until Monday afternoon so if any families were unable to come last night or you would like 

to come and have a second look, please feel free to do so.

Soon all families will receive information regarding a survey which is conducted annually. The 

CEMSIS is used to identify areas of strength in our school and challenges that we face. I am asking for 

all our families to complete the survey which is done online. As I am new it would be of great assistance 

to me in setting future directions for our school. If you have any questions or issues in accessing the 

survey please contact the school office. Thank you in anticipation.

As I mentioned last week, our Sunsmart Policy states that from 1st September until 30th April students 

must wear a hat when outside. This will start next Monday 2nd September. I am asking that families 

support this policy as it is for the long term health of our children.

Finally, I would like to wish all our fathers and significant males in our students’ lives a very happy 

Father’s Day. It is a true gift to be a father and the role they play in a child’s life cannot be understated.

God Bless.

Paul Cowan



Level Mass:

Prep and Years 5/6:         Thursday, 5 September at 9:15

Sacramental Dates for term 3

First Communion: Year 4

First Communion Reflection Day: Wednesday, 5 September

First Communion: Sunday, 8 September 

at 2pm 

(for Year 4)

First Communion Assembly: Friday 13 September at 2:30

Altar boy training

Altar boy training is in the Church from 5pm to 6:30 pm every Thursday evening. Please contact Mrs Stack if you 

are interested in joining our dedicated team of Altar Servers.

St Gerard’s Talent Quest Auditions:

Early next term, as part of our celebrations for our Feast Day we will be holding 

our annual Talent Quest. Children will need to audition for this event in the last 

week of term.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

WELLBEING NEWS
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This week in our SEL lesson we revised the “Being Cooperative in the learning areas” 
expectations from our Give Me 5 matrix.

The Prep to 6’s discussed the importance of being Cooperative in the learning areas by 
following directions, moving safely, staying on task, sharing with others and helping each 
other. 

The students worked collaboratively to determine if a scenario demonstrated students being 
cooperative or not. The student’s role played different scenarios of how they could be 
cooperative in the learning areas.

This week Year 6 enjoyed their Garden to Kitchen lesson. They worked in the apple orchard, assisting Mr

Milne tie up the apple trees. They then enjoyed preparing and eating fried rice! Ask them to make it for you at

home. Once again a huge thank you to our amazing, dedicated mums who volunteer their precious time

every Friday. Next week Prep C will participate in their Garden to Kitchen lesson.



Whole School Classroom 
Reward System

We now have a whole school class reward system. Students who display the expectations 

present on the school Matrix will be rewarded with a raffle ticket from their classroom 

teacher. Every month the raffle tickets from each class will be collected and drawn during 

Monday assembly. 

The raffle tickets were drawn on the 26th of August and the following lucky winners got to 

have hot chips with the Principal (Mr Cowan) on Friday 30th August: 

1. Sophia (3/4L) 4. Richard (1/2B)

2. Christian Paul (3/4L) 5. Filomena (1/2FP)

3. Abby (3/4S) 6. John 

(1/2B)

WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D
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As they grow, it becomes more important for children to gain approval from the adults in their lives. 

Families and educators can help improve children’s confidence and sense of self by giving them regular 

encouragement and praise.

Praise is most effective when adults are mindful of how and when they use it.

When praising children, focus on their efforts and achievements. Praise that’s specific and acknowledges 

the processes of completing an activity or solving a problem helps develop children's learning and 

motivation. For example, you might say “You put away your toys so nicely” or “You've used so many bright 

colours in your painting.”

Praising children for their efforts is motivating as it teaches them what they're doing well.

They can then use this learning when they have similar experiences in the future. For example, an 

educator might say, “I noticed you were really trying hard at building that block tower” or “Wow, look how 

smoothly you're rolling out that playdough.” This kind of praise is effective as it refers to the process of 

completing an activity.

Confidence and praise

Family Upcycled Art. 
A big thank you to all of the families who 

worked hard to create their amazing pieces of 

artwork. 

All of the art pieces were creative, original 

and of a very high standard. 

These lovely pieces of art will now be 

displayed in the garden. 



OTHER SCHOOL NEWS
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The Art Show last night 

was a huge success and 

special mention must be 

made to Rachel Perumal 

for her assistance with 

the Father’s Day raffle 

prizes.  Congratulations 

to those lucky winners 

and we wish all the 

father’s a wonderful day 

on Sunday. 

Here are some photos of 

our students working hard 

on their art pieces for the 

Art Show.  An enormous 

amount of preparation 

goes in to this night by all 

staff and students



OTHER SCHOOL NEWS

It was wonderful to see so many students and their parents reading together before 

school during our Book Week activities last week.  
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OTHER SCHOOL NEWS
Thursday, 19 and Friday, 20 September the school will be closed for 

Curriculum Days.  If you require OSHC for your child please ensure you phone 

Marina on 0402192685 as soon as possible as the program will only operate if 

there are adequate numbers.



St Gerard’s 
Dinner Dance 

WHEN: Saturday, 12 October

TIME: 7:00 pm

WHERE: St Gerard’s Church Hall

71 Gladstone 

Road

Dandenong North

TICKETS: $40 for adults

$20 for children 4 

- 12 years

Includes buffet dinner, tea & coffee.  

BYO drinks

DRESS CODE: Smart Casual

Live Music By

Midnight Mist

Catering By

Silver Platter

Contact: Jeff Zaher 0477 188 883

Agnelo Miranda 0470 130 041 

Angele Pacifique 0411 578 404 


