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Happy birthday to those 
students and staff who 
have and who will 
celebrate their birthday this 
week!:

❖ Shaun Yr 2
❖ Katalina Yr 2

12th 
AUGUST, 

2022

Thank you Mr Cowan for your dedication to our school community which is very much 

appreciated. We feel very fortunate to have you as our principal during these 

challenging times. Thank you for all that you do. 

A Prayer for Mr Cowan

Father, we pray that you bless Mr Cowan, with the strength to lead us. We ask that 
you give him the wisdom and knowledge to make the right decisions for our school. 
We ask that you give him the courage to face whatever challenges lie ahead of us as 
well as the patience to deal with them in a peaceful manner. 

And we ask that you grant him peace and enlightenment so that he may always be 
able to see your plan for us.

We thank you for all of your blessings on our principal and pray that he will continue to 
serve us faithfully in all he does….. Amen

/prin.ci.pal/ [Noun]
One who leads, inspires and encourages teachers, students and staff.  A motivator 
who focuses on goal setting and accountability to create an amazing school 
community.
See also:  Mr. Paul Cowan, St Gerard’s Primary School, Dandenong North

WORD SCORE:[15]
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Dear families,

As we come to the end of another week of learning opportunities it is wonderful to see our students 
so engaged in their education. When moving through the school you are aware of this by what you 
see, hear and the conversations you have with our children.

On Tuesday we had our 3 Way Conversations which allowed for our students, their families and 
teachers to come together, celebrate successes and set goals for the second half of the year. 
Having involvement from the 3 main stakeholders in a child’s learning provides a great foundation 
for ongoing achievements. If you have not yet had a 3 Way Conversation, please contact your 
child’s teacher to arrange a time.

We had our latest Ride / Walk to School Day on Thursday. It was great to see so many of our 
children (and families) taking up this initiative. The weather also helped make this a little easier and 
starting the day with some physical exercise certainly helps with wellbeing and learning.

Today our Year 3 - 6 students had their third Softball session. Despite the blustery conditions it is 
wonderful to see their skills and knowledge of the game increasing as the weeks go by.

As I mentioned last week, we have 3 Open Days planned for this term with our first one being next 
Wednesday 10 August for families to see all the things we offer here at St Gerard’s. If you know of 
families who are looking for a school for 2023 they are more than welcome to come at a time that 
suits them or they can contact the Office or email: principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au to 
arrange a meeting and school tour with myself. Our other Open Days are Tuesday 16 August and 
Thursday 1 September.
 
I am again asking families in cars to reduce the traffic congestion in McNab Court. Families that 
arrive before 3.25pm are asked to park in the carpark. Joining the drop off/ pick up line 
creates a backlog of cars which causes issues and does not allow families wishing to park 
access to the carpark.

Lastly, a reminder once again that we have a School Closure Day next Friday 12 August. OSCH 
will run a full day program if there are sufficient numbers. Please contact Marina if you are 
interested.

Please continue to stay safe and God bless.

Paul Cowan.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sacrament Dates, 2022

First Communion: (Grade 4)

First Communion Reflection Day: Tuesday, 23rd August (children may wear casual 
clothes)

First Communion: Saturday, 27th August, 5:30 pm & 
Sunday, 28th August, 10:30 am

First Communion Assembly: Friday, 2nd September, 2:50 pm

Class Masses:

This term students and staff are invited to engage in designing a Class Mass and families will be 
invited to attend. It would be fantastic to see lots of families there.

Year 1/2FW:                       Thursday, 11th August, 10:15am

Whole School Mass

Feast of the Assumption at 9:15 (Parish Mass)   Monday, 15th August:   

Other Important Dates:         

Mary of the Cross Paraliturgy: Monday, 8th August at 2:50
Talent Quest Auditions:   Week 10

St Gerard’s Talent Quest Auditions

Early next term, as part of our celebrations for our Feast Day and raising awareness for Mission 
Month, we will be holding our annual Talent Quest. Children will need to audition for this event in the 
last week of term.

Altar Servers

Altar Server training has resumed for 
existing altar servers and any ‘new 
recruits’ wishing to help our parish 
celebrate Mass.

For more information contact St Gerard’s 
Parish Office 9792 4422 or Mrs Stack 
9791 7553
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WELLBEING NEWS

A big thank you to all of the families who participated in Ride to School day on Thursday 4
th

 

August. Congratulations to 3S who had the most students walking, scooting and riding to school!!

Well done to:

1
st

 place- 3S with 57% riding, scooting or walking.

2
nd

 place- 1/2FW with 37% riding, scooting or walking.

3
rd

 place- 5/6O with 30% riding, scooting or walking.

St Gerard’s would like to offer 
families the opportunity to 
purchase delicious organic eggs 
laid by our resident flock of 
chickens.

You can purchase these eggs from 
the school office at a cost of $6 
per dozen.

All proceeds from the sale of the 
eggs will go towards purchasing 
food for our feathered friends.

Please email Nicole Fernandez if 
you would like to purchase some 
eggs. 

Chicken Eggs For Sale
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WELLBEING NEWS

Why is SEL important for learning?

Research shows that children and young people’s learning is influenced by a range of social and emotional 
factors.

Children and young people with social and emotional learning skills have better academic outcomes, 
as well as improved physical health and a better quality of life.  How well individuals do in their 
learning community is affected by things such as how:

○ confident they feel about their abilities
○ effectively they’re able to manage their own behaviour
○ well they can concentrate and organise themselves
○ effectively they can solve problems
○ positively they can get on with educators and their peers
○ effectively they consider others’ needs
○ well they can understand and accept responsibilities.

Therefore, SEL and success within the learning community go hand in hand.
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WELLBEING NEWS

The Student Representative Council (SRC) is made up of a group of students who want to help other 
students by presenting ideas which are of benefit to all students.  The SRC also informs its peers of any 
important information which affects the student body. 

A big congratulation to the following students who were voted in by their class members to be an SRC rep 
for Semester Two 2022. 

They will attend their first meeting next week on Thursday 11th August.

Congratulations to the following students:

Prep B - Rihan and Layla
1/2FW - Shaun and Roy
1/2L - Bhanuri and Rafael
3S - Gabriel and Sofiya
4/5T - Luke and Elena
5/6O - Steve and Ella
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BOOK WEEK 2022
Dear Families,

 

From Monday 22nd August to Friday 26th August, St. 
Gerards will be celebrating Book Week 2022!
The theme for this year’s Book Week is ‘Dreaming 
with eyes open…’

Each morning during this week families are invited to 
read a book with their child / ren from 8:15am to 8.30am, 
in the Library.

We have an exciting Book Week planned.

This year’s activities include:
●   Dress Up Day

Dress up day will be held on Thursday the 
25th of August. Students are invited to 
dress up as their favorite book character! 
There will be prizes for the best costume.

●   Surprise Reader
Another fun activity planned is our surprise reader, who will read a book to the school through the 
PA system.

●   Class Competitions
Thanks to our Classroom teachers who are planning exciting class competitions and fun activities 
throughout the day.

●   A visit from Lamont Book Fair
From Monday 29th August to Friday 2nd September Lamont Book Fair will be visiting our school.
The trollies will be set up in the Library. Parents and students will be able to purchase books 
between 8.45 to 9.15 am and also from 3.15 to 3.45 pm.

Costume ideas:
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PREP ART

Kids this age are buzzing with creativity and always willing to try something new.
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UNFORM SHOP ONLINE ORDERS
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Please note the following changes in relation to uniform purchases for St Gerard’s Primary School:

Uniforms can now be purchased in the following ways:

Option 1 - Online Order

Access to our Online Ordering System

1. www.aplusschoolwear.com.au
2. Go to SHOP ONLINE NOW (red box)
3. Select your school
4. Uniform listing with images will appear.

Select items you are wishing to purchase:

Style
Size
Colour
Quantity
Add items to bag

5. Once all items are added to bag, proceed to checkout.

6. Select delivery options

a. Pick up from school (free) in comments section please enter your child's name and class

b. Pick up from A Plus Schoolwear (free) 

c. Postal address (delivery charges will apply)

7. Either checkout as guest, returning customer or create a new account.

Orders placed by Sunday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday                             

Option 2 - Fill out the order form and leave it at the school office.
 Orders received by Friday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday

RETURNS
Can be given to the school office and will be either exchanged or refunded by A Plus School wear.

Should you have any queries regarding the above, please contact A Plus Schoolwear

9354 8345 or email angie@agsprints.com.au



❖ Ukraine Support Fund

❖ Dandenong Basketball - New Information

❖ Lyndale United Football Club (Soccer)
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We have requests from a number of community groups to promote their activities and 
services. Flyers are placed on our Community Notice Boards located in the courtyard and a 
current list is contained in this newsletter. 

❖ Lysterfield Basketball Club

❖ Swimland Swim Club

❖ Springvale Indoor Sports

12th AUGUST, 
2022

REMINDER


