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Wishing the following students
who celebrated a birthday this
week.
●
Jehan, 1/2FP
●
Anthony, 5/6O
●
Petro, 5/6O
●
Sajin, 1/2FP
●
Amy V, 3/4S
And to all those students who
celebrated their birthdays
during the school holidays.

\

Monday mornings
8:30 - 10:00

School Prayer
God, our Father, as
members of the Parish
Community of
St Gerard’s we praise you
for your love.
May we grow stronger in
faith and hope, and may our
love for each other, become
deeper in our daily lives.
Grant this through your
Son, and our brother, Jesus
Christ,

Because of you a child will feel loved.
Because of you a child will believe they can reach the stars above.
Because of you a child will find laughter and smiles.
Because of you a child will feel worthwhile.
Because of you a child will learn to love and not fight.
Because of you a child will want to read every night.
Because of you a child will learn patience when someone is driving them crazy.
Because of you a child will learn the value of work and not be lazy.
Because of you a child will learn persistence when the going gets rough.
Because of you a child will learn the gift of kind words and love is enough.
Because of you a child will find comfort in loving arms.
Because of you a child will be safe from words and hands that harm.
Because of you a child will learn as they “play”.
Because of you a child will make a difference along life’s way.
Because of you a child’s life will be forever touched in ways you may never see.
Because God uses YOU to help them become the person He wants them to be!
Written by Heather Rice

AMEN
Principal - Mr Paul Cowan

principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
St Gerard's is a Child Safe School.
Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.
71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North 3175

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Families,
We have had an exciting and event filled week with our whole school focus being on our Give Me 5 principles.
We have provided our students with opportunities to build and strengthen their relationships with their new
classmates and teacher(s). They have been challenged to Be Spirit Filled, Be Respectful, Be Cooperative,
Be Positive and to Be Your Best. They have created wooden items as part of their Craft Power Incursion,
been entertained by the Nazareth Secondary College Concert Band, participated in the Textibition Incursion
conducted by Dandenong Library and contributed the creation of their class prayer cloth. It has been
wonderful to see the enthusiasm and engagement of our children and I would like to thank Ms Nicole
Fernandez for her organisation and coordination of this week.
The last few days have again shown us that we need to continue to be vigilant in order to keep ourselves and
our community safe.The health and safety of our students, staff and families is our first priority at St
Gerard’s and we will continue to update and refine our procedures and processes based on the latest health
advice. Please be assured that any changes will be communicated to families via email, hardcopies and
Seesaw. If families have concerns at any stage please feel free to contact me by phone: 9791 7553 or email:
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
This coming Sunday’s Gospel tells us of how Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law. There are times when all of
us need some type of healing and the current challenges our world faces are a timely reminder of this. Our
faith can be a great sense of comfort and healing when we are vulnerable.
Finally, we are wanting to be able to communicate as efficiently as possible with our families. Please ensure
that the school has a current email address and that you are able to access and use Seesaw. If at any time
your contact information changes please inform the School Office.

God bless.
Paul Cowan
Principal

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Sacrament Dates, 2021
Planning for all Sacraments is underway. More information will be forthcoming once details are confirmed.
Please note that arrangements may change based on Federal and State Government health advice.
Confirmation: (Grade 6)
Confirmation:

Thursday, 29th July at 7 pm

Reconciliation: (Grade 3 and 4)
Reconciliation:

Thursday, 8th March at 7 pm (TBC)

First Communion: (Grade 4 and 5)
First Communion:

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th June at Parish Mass times (TBC)

Whole School Mass
Friday, 12th February:
Wednesday, 17th February:

Beginning of the School Year Mass (to be celebrated onsite for
students and staff only)
Ash Wednesday, Whole School Mass (to be celebrated onsite for
students and staff only)

Level Mass Mass
Thursday, 4th March
Thursday, 11th March
Thursday, 18th March

Prep/5/6 Level Mass in Church 9:15, all welcome
3/4 Level Mass at 9:15 in the Church, all welcome
1/2 Level Mass in Church 9:15, all welcome

Other Import Dates for Religion:
Tuesday, 16 February
Wednesday, 17th March
Wednesday, 17th March
Monday, 22nd March - Thursday, 1st April
Monday, 29th March - Thursday, 1st April
Tuesday, 20th March
Thursday, 1st April
Friday, 2nd April
Saturday, 3rd April
Sunday, 4th April

Shrove Tuesday and Subway (optional)
St Patrick’s Day, students wear full school uniform with a touch of
green
Delegation of Yr 6 leaders attend St. Patrick’s Day Mass at
Cathedral
The Passion Prayer Spaces for student participation
Families and/or parishioners invited to The Passion Prayer
Spaces (pending COVID-19 density restrictions)
Fr Shanthaiah’s birthday
Holy Thursday
Good Friday Day of Fast and Abstinence
Holy Saturday
Easter Sunday

The Passion Prayer Spaces
Students taking an active role in The Passion has long been a tradition at St Gerard’s. Due to COVID related
restrictions, this year, The Passion will be presented through Prayer Spaces. This will be an opportunity for our
children to explore The Stations of the Cross and link these to life questions, spirituality and faith in a safe,
creative and interactive way. Taking a Catholic perspective as a starting point, The Passion Prayer Spaces will
give our children an opportunity to develop skills of personal reflection and to explore prayer in an open,
inclusive and safe environment.
The hall will be transformed for a week with a range of creative activities that encourage personal reflection on
issues such as forgiveness, injustice, thankfulness, big questions, identity and stillness that relates to The Way.
During week 9 and 10, teachers will bring their students for reflection in The Passion Prayer Space.
The opportunity for families and/or parishioners to be invited to The Passion Prayer Spaces, pending COVID-19
density restrictions will be confirmed at a later date.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS CONT’D
Seasons - A Program for Grief and Loss
Seasons is a peer support program for children and young people who are experiencing grief and loss in their
lives. This loss may be the result of a death, separation or divorce.
This valuable program will become available in term 2. If you have any questions about the program, please
don’t hesitate to speak to your classroom teacher or to Mrs. Stack.

Project Compassion
Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Millions of Australians come
together in solidarity with the world’s poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.
Project Compassion Boxes will be distributed to each class during Ash Wednesday Mass. Each class will have a
target amount that they would like to raise during lent. Regular updates, by the Social Justice Leadership Team,
with the amount raised so far will be announced at the school assembly.

Meditation
Thank you to everyone that has remembered that we begin each day with meditation. If you arrive late to school
and the meditation bell has already gone, you need to wait in the office area until meditation time has finished.

Altar Boy Training
Altar boy training will commence on Thursday, 18 February at the St Gerard’s Church from 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm. If
your son is in Year 4 or above and interested in becoming an altar boy, please contact Mrs Stack at the school
office.

WELLBEING NEWS
Every year each grade spend the first two weeks of
school exploring our Give Me 5 values:
●
Be Respectful
●
Be Cooperative
●
Be your Best
●
Be Positive
●
Be Spirit Filled
We do this because we think relationships are very
important and we know we learn best if we are in a
classroom where everyone is being respectful,
co-operative, and positive, trying their best and trying
to do the things God wants them to do. We know if we
make good choices in the classroom and on the
playground, we can learn and be happy at school.
Have a look at some of the fun we had during Give Me
5 week!
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WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D
Garden Dates- Term One 2021

This week we held our first Garden Market
Stall for 2021.
The Environmental leaders
rosemary, zucchini, tomatoes
straight from the garden.

sold fresh
and plums

Parents who got in early snapped up a bargain.

Friday 12th Feb @ 1:00-1:40

1/2FP

Friday 19th Feb @ 12:45-1:40

5/6VT

st

Friday 26 Feb @ 12:45-1:40
th

3/4C

Friday 5 Mar @ 12:45-1:40

No Lesson

Friday 12th Mar @ 12:45-1:40

3/4S

Friday 19th Mar @ 12:45-1:40

1/2L

Friday 26th Mar @ 12:45-1:40

Prep B

The next garden market stall will be held on
Monday the 8th of February at 3:15pm.

Did You Know?
What is resilience?
Resilience enables people to shift back along the mental health continuum towards
good mental health. It’s not static but is something that can change over time due
to experiences and circumstance.

Resilience is particularly important for children and young people
A child or young person’s ability to be resilient can depend upon many things, particularly their relative balance of
risk and protective factors. Depending upon their situation, a child or young person’s resilience may vary.
Importantly, specific situations or events that one child or young person may find challenging, another may not.
The transition from being a child to an adolescent to a young adult occurs over a relatively short period of time.
Rapid changes in physical, psychological and social development can present numerous challenges. Children
and young people who are more resilient are better able to stay on track with the biological, psychological and
social demands of growing up and moving through early childhood into adolescence and beyond.
Being resilient is associated with better academic performance and school behaviour and, over the longer term,
fewer mental health issues and greater life opportunities (including employment and relationships). Individual
resilience (as well as family and community resilience) is something that can be fostered and developed over
time.

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D

Think Tank - Springvale Library

Think Tank - Dandenong Library

The children had a fantastic time with Anatoli from Craftpower
learning the art of woodworking. There are some great DIY Kits
available on the Craftpower website. Details can be found at:
https://www.craftpower.com.au/

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

