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Tuesday, 10 December
Carols Evening - 7 pm

Wednesday, 11 December
● NO HOMEWORK CLUB
● Yr 6 End of Year Excursion
● LAST PLAYGROUP FOR 2019

Thursday, 12 December
Choir visiting Aged Care 

Friday, 13 December
● December handover assembly
● End of Year Mass - 12pm
● Ride To School

Term 4 2019
Finishes
Wednesday, 

18 December 2019
1:00 pm finish time

PLAYGROUP TO START WEEK 3 2020

A PRAYER FOR THE
Second Sunday of Advent

Jesus, you came among us
with the irresistible power of a baby,

requiring both our hands 
and captivating our whole hearts.

help us to cast aside the sin
and brokenness that we cling to,
so we might be ready to hold you 

when you come again.
Amen

Term 1 2020
Commences
Year 1 - 6 Students 

return, 
Wednesday 

29 January 2020
PREP students return
Thursday, 30 January 

2020

http://www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au


PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

2

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Whole School Masses:
Friday, 13 December:                End of year Mass at 12:00

Important Dates for Term 4
Tuesday, 10 December:   Christmas Carols Evening
Thursday, 12 December:   Choir Christmas Carols Excursion
Friday, 13 December:  End of year Mass, 12 noon
Tuesday, 17 December:        Year 6 final assembly, 2pm and Graduation, 7pm

Altar Boy Training -
Altar boy training will will recommence on Thursday 6 February 2020.  If you would like your son 
commence Altar Boy training please contact Mr Ron Maroun on 0412 212 287 or see Mrs Dorothy 
Stack.

Dear Families,

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of week 9. Time certainly does fly when you’re having fun!

Our week started with the Mazenod College Concert Band performing for us on Monday. It was a joyful 
experience with the band certainly getting us moving. Rehearsals for our Christmas Carols are in full 
swing. This will be a wonderful night and a great opportunity for our school community to come together 
and share in the spirit of Christmas. I hope to see you all next Tuesday 10 December starting at 
7.00pm. 

Christmas Art Activity Day on Wednesday saw lots of items being made to decorate our families’ 
homes. No doubt these items are in prominent places. We had the final Hot Chips with the Principal 
session yesterday. I would like to acknowledge and thank Ella, Ryan, Sandhriya, Nam, Priscilla and 
Emmanuel for living our Give Me 5 principles.

Our Garden to Kitchen program again had a focus on Christmas cooking with families sharing some 
of their favourites. Our Prep – Year 2’s were cooking today and I am confident that the items they 
brought home were delicious. Thank you to those parents that came along and worked with us. 

For the second week of Advent the message from this Sunday’s Gospel is, ‘Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is close at hand.’ In this passage we experience John the Baptist preparing the way Jesus. 
This is a timely reminder to us to make sure we are prepared for Jesus’ coming.

A reminder that the St Vincent de Paul Soup Van that is being run through St Gerard’s Parish will have 
its first run on Tuesday 17 December. Having attended a meeting on Tuesday night, plans are all in 
hand. This is an opportunity for the St Gerard’s community, parish and school, to work together and 
support those people in the Dandenong area who require some assistance. If you are able to help in any 
capacity please see the information contained in this newsletter or speak to myself or Mrs Stack.

You may have heard that our Parish Priest, Father Brendan Arthur will be leaving the parish at the 
end of the year. Father has led the St Gerard’s parish in the true sense of Jesus’ mission and has been a 
wonderful supporter of the school. I know that the staff and students will miss his input into our 
classrooms and presence in our staffroom. Father Arthur will be attending our final Assembly on 
Tuesday 17 December at 2:00 pm when we will farewell him as a school community. I extend an 
invitation to all families to come and be part of this significant event in the life of our school. 

God Bless.

Paul Cowan
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Prep Girls – white dress or white oversized t-shirt (angels)
Boys – black or brown shorts and t-shirt (reindeers)
(Prep teachers will supply any additional costumes).

1/2 Christmas t-shirt or green, red or white t-shirt with black pants or skirt.

3/4 Shorts, t-shirt with an Aussie Christmas theme if possible, thongs or sandals, 
green or gold tinsel around wrists.

5/6 All black long sleeve tops and long pants with different coloured tinsel around 
wrists and forehead. Santa hats if you have one.

What to wear for Carols Evening.
Below is a list of what each year level have been asked to dress as for the Carols Evening. 

Parent Volunteer Opportunity for St Vincent de Paul Soup Van
The St Gerard’s Soup Van will begin operation on 17th December, 2019 and will visit locations in the 
Dandenong area on an ongoing basis every Tuesday with the view of expanding in the future.

This soup van will offer food, social connection, and referral pathways out of homelessness and 
poverty, to people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness and disadvantage.

Based in our parish kitchen in the St Gerard’s hall, this Soup Van Operation will provide support at 
boarding/rooming houses and public street stops. 

If you are interested in finding out more about volunteering, please send an expression of interest to 
James Tudehope (St Gerard’s Parish SVDP President Dandenong North Conference) at 
tadeu@bigpond.net.au.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS CONT’D



We have a whole school class reward 
system. Students who display the 
expectations present on the school 
Matrix will be rewarded with a raffle 
ticket from their classroom teacher. 
Once a month the raffle tickets from 
each class will be collected and drawn 
during Monday assembly. 

The raffle tickets were drawn on the 
29th of November and the following 
lucky winners had hot chips with Mr 
Cowan on Thursday 5th December: 

● Ella J (1/2FP)
● Ryan (5/6O)
● Sandhriya (5/60)
● Nam (5/6VT)
● Priscilla (1/2FP)
● Emmanuel (1/2B)
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WELLBEING NEWS 

This Friday Grades Prep-2 enjoyed their ‘Christmas Cooking’ lesson. The students enjoyed preparing 
Christmas treats from around the world! Some of the sweets were, shortbread cookies, coconut balls and 
jam balls. Once again a huge thank you to our amazing, dedicated mums who volunteer their precious time 
every Friday and who also created the delicious Christmas menu. 

This is the last Garden to Kitchen lesson for 2019. If you would like to participate in 2020 please inform 
your class teacher, Mrs Munroe or Mrs Fernandez. 

Whole School Classroom
Reward System

The Environmental Leaders held our 
Garden Market Stall on Thursday 5th 
December at 3:20pm. The students sold 
fresh eggs, rosemary and delicious 
homemade mulberry jam! A big thank 
you to our lovely mums Afet and 
Pamela who generously spent the time 
to make the delicious homemade jam!



WELLBEING NEWS CONT’D
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As part of our health education 
this term we are having the
 Life Education mobile learning
 centre visit our school from 
Monday 16th- Wednesday
18th December 2019,

Life Education delivers health 
education through a unique mobile learning
 centre environment which provides students to develop 
strategies and practice the skills required to lead a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Lessons are age appropriate and the children will be 
covering a wide range
of health related topics, ranging from, healthy eating and 
nutrition, medicines,
bullying, resilience and social skills.

Healthy Harold, the much loved Life Education giraffe 
mascot is always a much anticipated element of the visit. 
The sessions are always fun, interactive and really extend 
and develop the children’s understanding of the topics 
covered. 

As part of this visit a complimentary Parent Information 
Session is offered. The duration of the session is 
approximately 30 minutes and is held in the Mobile 
Learning Centre (MLC). This gives parents an 
opportunity to gain an understanding of what the 
students will experience during the session. 

What is play?
Play can be pretending, learning a new 
skill, dressing up, being active or being 
quiet.

Play can involve other children or be alone. Adults can join in if they’re 
invited – in fact, young children often love to play with close adults. 
Children decide what to play and how to play. Play is their time to be free 
and enjoy. It’s their language, their work and their relaxation.
It’s for all children, of all ages from birth on, and of all abilities. 

Unstructured, free play is the best type for young children
This is play that just happens, depending on what takes the child’s interest 
at the time. It isn’t planned and lets children use their imagination and move 
at their own pace.Examples of unstructured play might be:
● creative play alone or with others, including artistic or musical games
● imaginary games (for example, making cubby houses with boxes or 

blankets, dressing up, playing make-believe)
● exploring new or favourite play spaces like cupboards, backyards, 

parks, playgrounds and so on.

You can be part of a child’s unstructured play – or not
Sometimes all you’ll need to do is point them in the right direction – say, 
towards the jumble of dress-ups and toys on the floor, or to the table with 
crayons and paper.
Sometimes you might need to be a bit more active – for example, “How 
about we play dress-ups? What do you want to be today?”
Structured play is different. 
It’s more organised and happens at a fixed time or in a set space, and is 
often led by a grown-up. Examples of structured play include:
● swimming lessons – you might see these as important lessons for your 

child, but they might just think they’re fun
● storytelling groups for toddlers and preschoolers at the local library
● dance, music or drama classes for children of all ages
● family board or card games
● organised team sports for older children, like basketball, netball and 

football.



OTHER SCHOOL NEWS 
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 A morning tea was held today to 

say thank you to our lovely 

volunteers who have given up 

their time throughout the year to 

help with our  kitchen garden 

cooking program.



● OSHC Program will be operating from 1.00 pm to 6.30 pm on the Wednesday, 18 December.  If you 
require care for your child please contact Marina as soon as possible as places will fill fast. 

● The program will be closed on Thursday 19 and Friday 20 December 2019. If you need care for these two 
days please call Shereen, coordinator of St Mary's OSHC program on 0422803717 or St Elizabeth OSHC 
program Coordinator Elarine on 0422803709.

● Children from OSHC who will not be returning to St Gerard’s Primary School in 2020 please advise Marina 
of your last day as accounts will need to be finalised before 16 December 2019. 

● All current families, both permanent and casual, wishing to continue your booking in 2020 please ensure 
you contact Marina to secure your child’s place.

● For new families needing to use OSHC in 2020 please complete an enrolment form prior to the end of 
term.  Enrolments are completed through the YLV website at https://ylv.com.au/vacation-care/

● Marina would like to thank those using the OSHC Care and looks forward to seeing you all in 2020.

OSHC NEWS 
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PLAYGROUP NEWS 

Wednesday, 11 December will be the last playgroup 
session for 2019.  We look forward to seeing 
our families again next year when playgroup 
recommences, week 3, 12 February 2020.  
We wish all our families a very Merry Christmas 
and safe, healthy and happy 2020.

https://ylv.com.au/vacation-care/

