
Principal - Mr Paul Cowan
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North 3175

@st.gerards3175 https://www.facebook.
com/stgerardsps 

ST GERARD’S SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Term 4, Week 10                      12 December 2025

As we enter the second week of 
Advent, we light the candle of Peace.

Christmas Prayer

As we come to the close of another year, we give thanks for the many 
blessings we have shared as a school community.

Loving God, fill our hearts with the peace and joy of Christmas. May 
the light of Christ guide our families, our staff, and our students during 

this holy season and into the year ahead.

Bless our homes with hope, our relationships with kindness, and our 
days with gratitude.

Be with those who are travelling, those who are in need, and those 
who find this time difficult. May they be comforted by Your love.

We pray that the spirit of giving, compassion and unity remains in our 
hearts long after Christmas Day has passed.

As we look forward to a new year, help us to walk with faith, courage, 
and generosity.

Amen.

Mary and her baby reminding us what Christmas is all about.
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear families,

Here we are at the end of what has been a wonderful school year!
Reflecting back over the term it was filled with a wide variety of learning opportunities for our children.

From a faith perspective we had our St Gerard’s Feast Day celebrations with the parish and as a school 
community which encompassed our St Gerard’s Talent Quest.  Our Class masses continued and we joined with 
our parish to celebrate All Saints and All Souls Day Masses.  Our Year 3 - 6 children celebrated the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation on several occasions with Fr Shanthaiah.  We supported people in other countries through the 
funds we raised from our White Elephant Stall for Mission Month and our Christmas Carols evening helped to 
spread Christmas cheer and remind us of the true meaning of this special time of the year. We also celebrated our 
End of Year Mass to reflect and give thanks for the 2025 year.

In the health and wellbeing area we had our final Year 5/6 Gala Day, Bike Ed. for Years 4 - 6 and our whole 
school Swimming Program.  We also continued with Walk/ Ride to School Days, Before School Reading every 
Wednesday morning and Before School Skipping every Thursday.  These activities have helped to promote a 
healthy start to the morning and to set us up for a productive day of learning.

Today (Friday) children brought home their 2025 Semester 2 School Report.  Please take the time to read and 
discuss it with your child(ren) making sure to celebrate the successes and set goals for 2026.  I would like 
to congratulate all our children for their hard work throughout the second half of the year. 

Looking to next week, children will spend some time with their 2026 teacher and class on Monday.  We also have 
our Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony where we will reflect on their time here at St Gerard’s.  I would like 
to thank these wonderful young people for their contribution to our school and wish them all the very 
best for the future.  I would also like to thank Mrs Stack, Mrs O’Brien and Mrs Te for planning this evening which I 
am sure will be a memorable event. These celebrations will continue the following day (Tuesday) when we will 
have a Guard of Honour for our Year 6 students as they leave Primary School for the final time.  All families are 
invited to come and be part of this celebration which will start at 3.10pm.

To our families that are leaving us I would like to thank you for being part of our school community and I hope 
that your future is bright. You are always part of the ‘St Gerard’s Family’. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy and Holy Christmas and a safe holiday period 
filled with family, friends and fun.  I pray that the true meaning of Christmas brings you joy, peace and optimism. If 
you are travelling near or far please be careful as we want to see you all back with us in 2026.

Lastly, we finish school for the year next Tuesday 16 December at 3.30pm and that school starts next year 
on Wednesday 28 January, 2026.

Until then continue to stay safe and God bless.

Paul Cowan
PRINCIPAL
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Important Dates for Term 4

Monday, 15th December: Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm

An Invitation to Bring Mary Home: A Week of 
Family Spiritual Connection

Families are welcome to take home the Our Lady statue 
for a week to support and enrich prayer time at home. It 
comes with a brochure on how to pray the rosary and 
some rosary beads. If families would like to take the 
statue home, please let Mrs Stack know.

Lunchtime Rosary

The Legion of Mary Group is working with the school to lead the Rosary during lunch breaks. These Rosary 
sessions will take place during the first lunch break on Tuesdays in Weeks 4 and 8 of each term.



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Christmas Carols Night

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Christmas Carols Night

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass



St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Wellbeing

How does confidence develop?
Babies are born curious

● They want to touch, see, hear and taste everything within their reach. Toddlers and 
preschoolers demonstrate their need to understand their world by asking many ‘why’ 
questions. From their repeated experiences of seeing their actions affect their world and the 
people in it, young children begin to see themselves as capable and having control. This helps 
them to feel good about themselves and builds their self-confidence.

When they begin school, children typically start out with high expectations 

● But when they see how they do things compared to others, their view of their own abilities 
often changes. They learn that they’re good at some things and not so good at others. They 
also see how other children and educators respond to what they do. These things influence 
children’s confidence in their abilities. They also influence how willing they are to have a go in 
situations where they feel unsure.

Your response

● The way adults respond to children as they explore their place in the world is their template 
for solving many challenging and difficult problems later on. For young children, it helps 
strengthen their sense of self when significant adults nurture their natural curiosity and 
demonstrate patience and interest. In primary school years, children who are suddenly less 
sure of themselves may need extra support and encouragement to build a functional sense of 
confidence they can take with them into adolescence.

Give Me 5 Family Night – Planning Has Begun!

This Thursday, we held an online meeting for families to help with the preparation and organisation of our Give Me 
5 Family Night for 2026. A big thank you to our wonderful parents who attended and generously shared their 
time, creativity and invaluable ideas. Your contributions are helping us shape an event that is meaningful, fun, and 
memorable for our whole school community.

We are excited to bring these ideas to life and look forward to another fantastic Give Me 5 Night next year. Thank 
you once again for your ongoing support and partnership!
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MHiPS
This term, the students explored different ways to create mandalas, as a way to manage their feelings when 
challenged by Big Worries.  The Foundation class created them out of objects found in the classroom. The children 
enjoyed working together and learning about mandalas. 
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Important Dates / Info

Updating Payment Details

Parents are reminded to contact the school office if there are any 
changes to your payment details. This includes expired credit cards 
or updated bank account information. Keeping these details current 
helps ensure your payments are processed smoothly.

Outstanding School Fees

If you have not yet made any payments toward school fees, we 
kindly ask that you begin doing so as soon as possible to avoid 
falling behind.

If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please don't hesitate to 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment with Principal 
Paul Cowan. We are here to support you and work together on a 
solution.

St Gerard’s understands the financial commitment associated with providing a quality education for your child.  

Recognising the diverse needs of our families, the school has a convenient and flexible solution for paying school fees 

through our payment schedules accessible via the office.

If you are having trouble paying or require assistance in setting up your payment schedule, please contact the office 

who will be more than happy to assist you in setting up a suitable payment arrangement.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in providing the best possible education for your child at St 

Gerard’s School.
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Important Dates / Info
December

● 15th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 15th Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm in the PAC
● 16th Students last day of school 3:10pm Guard of honour for Year 6 students

2026
January

● 28th Prep (Foundation) -Year 6 commence Term 1, 2026

Medical Plans And 
Asthma Plans

This is a friendly reminder to 
provide the school with 
updated medical and asthma 
plans for 2024. If your child 
has asthma or requires other 
medications, please ensure 
that Ventolin, a spacer, and 
any necessary medications 
are supplied on the first day 
back to the school office.

All medications will be stored 
in individually labeled bags in 
the school office for 
safekeeping.

Pick-up From After-School 

Parents are asked to please be prompt when 
picking up your child/ren after-school.  If a ride is 
not here when school concludes, the student may 
be sent to aftercare instead of the office.  Please 
remember school aftercare does have a cost 
involved and time will begin accruing at the end of 
the school day.  If a student’s ride has run into an 
unexpected delay, please call the main office to let 
them know.
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Notice Board
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Chicken Eggs For Sale

· St Gerard’s would like to offer families the 
opportunity to purchase delicious organic eggs 
laid by our resident flock of chickens. 

• You can purchase these eggs from the school 
office at a cost of $8 per dozen. 

• All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go 
towards purchasing food for our feathered 
friends.

• Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw if 
you would like to purchase some eggs. 

Happy Birthday to all who have 
celebrated and will celebrate their 
birthdays this month.

● Chelsea Yr 6
● Joy Yr 4
● Reggie Yr 1
● Gabriel Yr 6
● Latara Foundation
● Kahlia Yr 5
● Harold Yr 2
● Elias Yr 2

● Every Day Counts - Primary School Attendance 
Information

● North Dandenong Cricket Club - Junior Teams & 
Woolies Blast

● Goodstart Early Learning - Princes Highway
● St John’s Regional College - Tours & Information


