
Principal - Mr Paul Cowan
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North 3175

@st.gerards3175 https://www.facebook.
com/stgerardsps 

ST GERARD’S SCHOOL

NEWSLETTER
Term 4, Week 09                      05 December 2025

As we enter the second week of 
Advent, we light the candle of Peace.

Prayer for the Second Sunday of Advent

Loving God,

As we enter the second week of Advent, we light the 
candle of Peace.

Help us to quiet our hearts and make space for Your 
presence in our lives.

May we bring peace into our classrooms, our 
playground, our families,

and to all those who need kindness and hope.
Guide us to prepare the way for Jesus with gentle words,

helping hands, and open hearts.

Come, Lord Jesus, and fill St Gerard’s community with 
Your peace.

Amen .
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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
Dear families,

We are certainly nearing the end of the year as we start to have the ‘last’ of certain activities.

While we have already asked for Library books to be returned for stocktake, we also had our last Before 
School Reading on Wednesday.  This weekly event has proved to be popular for our children and families 
with attendance being consistent all year long.  I would like to thank Mrs O’Brien and Ms Adrien for their 
commitment and leadership of this activity.  It has certainly become a ‘school tradition’.

Our Year 6 children had their fun day on Wednesday which saw them spend time together both off-site 
and at school.  This was a time for reflection, fun and enjoying each other's company with their teachers as 
they move into their final weeks of primary school.

From a faith perspective, a number of our classes attended our parish morning masses this week.  Our Year 
3/4 classes attended on Wednesday while our Year 1/2 classes joined our parishioners on Thursday. 
Today (Friday) the focus at our Assembly was focused on the Second Sunday of Advent.  This significant 
Church Season helps us maintain the real celebration of Christmas.

A highlight of this week was the opening of our Art Show on Tuesday afternoon.  The work presented is 
absolutely wonderful and shows a wide range of styles.  When looking through the displays, there are 
certainly many talented artists amongst our children.  I would like to acknowledge and thank Mrs 
Theodore for her work with our children in Visual Arts and her vision for our Art Show.  A reminder that the 
Art Show is open every morning from 8.30am - 9.10am and 3.30pm - 4.15pm every day until next 
Tuesday.  I encourage everyone to come and have a look. It will also be open prior to our Christmas 
Carols evening.

Looking to next week, which is the last full week of the year, there are some significant events we hope to 
see you at.  Our Christmas Carols evening is next Tuesday 9 December starting at 7.00pm.  This is 
always a wonderful occasion that I feel really spreads Christmas cheer and has a good balance between our 
faith and broader Christmas celebrations in our community.  We also have our End of Year Mass next Friday 
at 09:15 am in the church.  This is a great way to reflect and give thanks for our school year and it would 
be wonderful to have families join us.

Lastly, a final reminder that there are still a large number of items in our Lost Property.  If your child is 
missing an item it would be worth a look.  Unfortunately many of the items are not named so we are unable 
to return them to the children.  We have relocated the Lost Property to the space outside the Year 
1/2FB classroom.   I encourage families to come and have a look if you are missing items.

Thank you for your ongoing support and I hope to see you at some of our events over the coming weeks.

God bless.

Paul COWAN
PRINCIPAL
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Foundation Wear a Christmas T-shirt with black pants, leggings or shorts, or a Christmas dress 
instead. (Foundation staff will supply any additional costumes). Santa hats if you 
have one.

Year 1/2 Wear a Christmas T-shirt with black pants, leggings or shorts, or a Christmas dress. 
Students will also be given a Rudolph headband by the school.

Year 3/4 Christmas coloured t-shirt, green, red, gold, white or silver (with or without Christmas 
design) Tinsel and Christmas hats optional. 

Year 5/6 All black long or short sleeve tops and long pants with different coloured tinsel 
around wrists and forehead. Santa hats if you have one.

“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…” Join us for a festive evening of Christmas caroling! Enjoy 
performances of your favorite carols by the talented students of St. Gerard's School in the quadrangle on 
Tuesday, December 9th, at 7:00 pm. We ask all children to be seated with their class by 6:45 pm.

What to wear:

Children have been asked to dress in a theme for the Christmas Carols.
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Religious News

Years 3/4 gathered at the altar yesterday, praying the Our 
Father together during Mass

Important Dates for Term 4

Tuesday 9th December:    Christmas Carols Evening

Wednesday 10th December: Christmas Activities Rotations

Wednesday 10th December: Christmas Carols Tour of the Nursing Homes Excursion TBC

Friday, 12th December: End of Year Mass, 12:00

Monday, 15th December: Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm

An Invitation to Bring Mary Home: A Week of 
Family Spiritual Connection

Families are welcome to take home the Our Lady statue 
for a week to support and enrich prayer time at home. It 
comes with a brochure on how to pray the rosary and 
some rosary beads. If families would like to take the 
statue home, please let Mrs Stack know.

Lunchtime Rosary

The Legion of Mary Group is working with the school to lead the Rosary during lunch breaks. These Rosary 
sessions will take place during the first lunch break on Tuesdays in Weeks 4 and 8 of each term.
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Wellbeing
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Wellbeing

What's resilience?
Resilience refers to the ability to manage everyday stressors and challenges. 

 Resilience enables people to shift back along the mental health continuum towards good mental health. A 
child or young person’s ability to be resilient can depend upon many things and can change depending upon 
their situation. Importantly, specific situations or events that one child or young person may find challenging, 
another may not. Learn more about how you can help build resilience in children.

A child or young person who is resilient might: 

● be optimistic
● use positive self-talk for encouragement
● have a positive sense of self
● identify and express their feelings and thoughts
● not hide away from strong feelings
● have helpful, age-appropriate strategies to manage their emotions when upset
● rearrange their plans to work around an unexpected situation
● have a sense of agency or responsibility
● keep on trying if something doesn’t work out and use their judgment about when to stop
● hold a sense of purpose or hope for the future
● actively ask for help if they need it
● feel a sense of attachment to family, their learning community and to learning.

Give Me 5 Planning Meeting

We are excited to begin planning for our Give Me 5 Night 2026 and would love to invite parents to be part of the 
planning team. Your ideas, feedback, and support play an important role in helping us create a memorable event 
for our school community.

Our first planning meeting will be held next Thursday, 11th December at 1:00pm online.

A meeting link will be shared with all families via Seesaw on Wednesday, 10th December.

We hope you can join us and contribute to shaping this special event.
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Wurundjeri Way Update
This week, our Grade 1/2 students spent time weeding and checking on the growth of our beautiful native garden. 
During their work, the students noticed several birds carrying twigs into the space. With careful supervision, they 
were delighted to discover that two of our regular native visitors, who often enjoy our bird baths, felt safe enough 
to build a nest just outside our classroom! Both 1/2 classes are now observing the nest's progress from a 
respectful distance, taking great care not to disturb our soon to be new bird family. It has been a wonderful 
reminder of the impact our students' hard work and care for Country can have on the local wildlife.
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Important Dates / Info

Updating Payment Details

Parents are reminded to contact the school office if there are any 
changes to your payment details. This includes expired credit cards 
or updated bank account information. Keeping these details current 
helps ensure your payments are processed smoothly.

Outstanding School Fees

If you have not yet made any payments toward school fees, we 
kindly ask that you begin doing so as soon as possible to avoid 
falling behind.

If you are experiencing financial difficulties, please don't hesitate to 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment with Principal 
Paul Cowan. We are here to support you and work together on a 
solution.

St Gerard’s understands the financial commitment associated with providing a quality education for your child.  

Recognising the diverse needs of our families, the school has a convenient and flexible solution for paying school fees 

through our payment schedules accessible via the office.

If you are having trouble paying or require assistance in setting up your payment schedule, please contact the office 

who will be more than happy to assist you in setting up a suitable payment arrangement.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership in providing the best possible education for your child at St 

Gerard’s School.
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Important Dates / Info
December

● 8th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 9th Christmas Carols evening at 7.00pm
● 9th Art Show Closes
● 10th 8:30am Reading before school in the library
● 11th 8:30am Skipping in the Courtyard
● 11th Subway Lunch
● 12th End of School Year Mass at 12.00 noon
● 15th 8:45am Whole School Meditation in the PAC
● 15th Year 6 Graduation Mass and Ceremony 7.00pm in the PAC
● 16th Students last day of school 3:10pm Guard of honour for Year 6 students

2026
January

● 28th Prep (Foundation) -Year 6 commence Term 1, 2026

Medical Plans And 
Asthma Plans

This is a friendly reminder to 
provide the school with 
updated medical and asthma 
plans for 2024. If your child 
has asthma or requires other 
medications, please ensure 
that Ventolin, a spacer, and 
any necessary medications 
are supplied on the first day 
back to the school office.

All medications will be stored 
in individually labeled bags in 
the school office for 
safekeeping.

Pick-up From After-School 

Parents are asked to please be prompt when 
picking up your child/ren after-school.  If a ride is 
not here when school concludes, the student may 
be sent to aftercare instead of the office.  Please 
remember school aftercare does have a cost 
involved and time will begin accruing at the end of 
the school day.  If a student’s ride has run into an 
unexpected delay, please call the main office to let 
them know.

11th December, 2025
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Notice Board

St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

Chicken Eggs For Sale

· St Gerard’s would like to offer families the 
opportunity to purchase delicious organic eggs 
laid by our resident flock of chickens. 

• You can purchase these eggs from the school 
office at a cost of $8 per dozen. 

• All proceeds from the sale of the eggs will go 
towards purchasing food for our feathered 
friends.

• Please message Nicole Fernandez via Seesaw if 
you would like to purchase some eggs. 

Happy Birthday to all who have 
celebrated and will celebrate their 
birthdays this week.

● Bhanuri Yr 5
● Israel Yr 2

● Every Day Counts - Primary School Attendance 
Information

● North Dandenong Cricket Club - Junior Teams & 
Woolies Blast

● Goodstart Early Learning - Princes Highway
● St John’s Regional College - Tours & Information


