
St Gerard's is a Child Safe School. Promoting the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children.

St Gerard’s Primary School

NEWSLETTER
www.sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au

03 9791 7553 22 JULY 2022TERM 3  WEEK 2

Principal - Mr Paul Cowan
principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au
71 Gladstone Road, Dandenong North 3175

@st.gerards3175

https://www.facebook.
com/stgerardsps 

Happy birthday to those 
students and staff who 
have and who will 
celebrate their birthday 
this week!:

❖ Elijah Yr 3
❖ Rachel Yr 4
❖ Devaan Yr 5
❖ Denay Yr 2
❖ Mila Yr 2

In this Sunday’s Gospel we hear about Jesus teaching the disciples to pray. 
Our Give Me 5 goal next week is to Be Your Best in Learning Areas. We will 
do this (among other things) by Being Your Best during prayer!

It is important for each of us to include prayer and reflection in our 
daily life. God comes closer to us when we pray. Prayer is taking the 
time to let God know what truly matters to us. Make the time to pray 
together as a family in the morning, at meal time, or before sleep. 
We do a lot of things together as a family. Prayer needs to be a part 
of the family routine. Our family is an integral part of God's family so 
we need to strengthen those family ties.

12th 
AUGUST, 

2022
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Dear families,

Our second week of the term has allowed us to provide some interesting learning experiences, 
have families come and see the creations of some of our children and celebrate a significant 
Prep milestone.

Throughout the week our Preps have been celebrating their first 100 days of school.  They 
have participated in a number of activities and this culminated with them having a party and 
sharing some of their experiences with the whole school at our assembly.  This is a significant 
milestone in a child’s education and we are constantly inspired by our Preps enthusiasm for 
learning and life in general.

On Thursday afternoon our Year 1 and 2 students presented their animal enclosures to their 
families.  These were created as a follow-up to our Melbourne Zoo excursion and they are to 
be congratulated for all the work they have put into them.  It was wonderful to see families at 
our school supporting their children.

Today (Friday) our Prep to Year 2 children participated in a Responsible Pet Ownership 
incursion which provided them with skills and strategies to live safely with dogs.  This is a 
great program and our children definitely enjoyed meeting Zaria and her owner Pam.  Also 
today, our Year 3 - 6 children had the first of 5 Softball sessions which will assist them in 
developing their understanding and skills of this enjoyable sport.

On Tuesday all families were sent a letter via Seesaw from the Victorian Government 
(Department of Education and Training), Independent Schools Victoria and the Catholic 
Education Commission of Victoria stating that it is strongly recommended that children 8 
years and over and all staff wear face masks when indoors until the end of Winter.  I 
would like to thank families for their support as we continue to try and keep our school and 
the wider community safe.  If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 
contact me via email: principal@sgdandenongnth.catholic.edu.au , phone 9791 7553 or 
Seesaw.

A further reminder to those families who have children with a Medical Management Plan that 
if there are changes to any aspect of the plan they need to contact the School Office.  It is 
vital that the information we have here at school is current and accurate.
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There have been some recent changes to the Child Safe Standards which commenced in 
Victoria in January 2016. These new Standards took effect from 1 July, 2022. As a school 
governed by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) we have updated our policies 
to reflect these changes. These policies can be found on our school website and we will 
continue to have the safety and wellbeing of our children as our first priority.

Lastly, I am asking for families to be mindful of our procedures at the end of the school day. 
There are designated pick up areas for our students and pedestrian pathways. It can be 
busy at the end of the day, especially when it is raining, however we need families walking 
home or to their cars to use the pedestrian pathways. We have had families walking in front 
of the traffic and down the one way alleyway. I am also again asking families in cars to reduce 
traffic congestion in McNab Court. Families that arrive before 3.25pm are asked to park in 
the carpark. Joining the drop off/ pick up line creates a backlog of cars which causes 
issues. Please see the latest Pick Up Arrangements map which is part of this newsletter 
below.  I thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Please continue to stay safe and God bless.

Paul Cowan.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sacrament Dates, 2022

First Communion: (Grade 4)

First Communion Reflection Day: Tuesday 23rd August (children may wear casual clothes)
First Communion: Saturday 27th August, 5:30 pm & 

Sunday 28th August, 10:30 am
First Communion Assembly: Friday 2nd September, 2:50 pm

Class Masses:
This term students and staff are invited to engage in designing a Class Mass and families will be invited to 
attend. It would be fantastic to see lots of families there.

Year 3S: Thursday 4th August, 10:15am
Year 1/2FW:                       Thursday 11th August, 10:15am

Whole School Mass
Monday, 15th August:   Feast of the Assumption at 9:15 (Parish Mass)

Other Important Dates:         
Mary of the Cross Paraliturgy: Monday, 8th August at 2:50
Talent Quest Auditions:   Week 10

St Gerard’s Talent Quest Auditions
Early next term, as part of our celebrations for our Feast Day and raising awareness for Mission Month, we 
will be holding our annual Talent Quest. Children will need to audition for this event in the last week of 
term.

This week's Give Me 5 
goal was to Be Positive in 
our learning spaces by 
taking the time to listen 
and to be welcoming of 
others. There was plenty 
of hospitality displayed at 
the Year 1/2 Animal 
Adaptations Diorama 
Expo.
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A Message From Our Social Justice Leaders

Years 5/6 have been learning about Economics.  Economics is about dealing with business, money 
and resources.  To help us gain a deeper hands on learning experience, we will be holding a 
‘Bizarre Bazaar’.  ‘Bizarre Bazaar’ is where the Year 5 and 6 students will sell all the things that 
they have made and collected to the rest of the school.  The ‘Bizarre Bazaar' will happen on the 9th 
of September.  The classes will take turns coming into the P.A.C to choose what they would like to 
buy.  You may invite all your family and friends to come and buy things.  It will be open from 9:30 
to 2:30 for your family and friends. 

All of the money we earn will go to a charity that the years 5 and 6 have voted on which is the 
Cancer Council. We ask you to invite everyone you know to this year's wonderful ‘Bizarre Bazaar’.  
The Year 5 and 6 students have learnt about economics and have learnt about the Catholic Social 
Teachings.  They are: Dignity of the Human, Common Good, Solidarity, Preferential Option for the 
Poor, Stewardship of Creation, Subsidiarity & the Role of Government, Participation, Rights & 
Responsibilities, Economic Justice and Peace.  We have also learned about Maslow's Hierarchy of 
Needs. We have learnt the difference between needs and wants.

Catherine, Aryan and Minh-Dang.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Altar Servers

Altar Server training is resuming next Thursday 28 July from 5.30pm - 6.30pm in the Church.
This is for existing altar servers and any ‘new recruits’ wishing to help our parish celebrate Mass.
For more information contact St Gerard’s Parish Office 9792 4422 or Mrs Stack 9791 7553
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WELLBEING NEWS

The Student Representative Council (SRC) is made up of a group of students who want to help 
other students by presenting ideas which are of benefit to all students.  The SRC also informs its 
peers of any important information which affects the student body. 

 

Next Thursday the Semester One SRC reps will attend their last SRC meeting for 2022.

Classes are now in the process of nominating 2 new students to represent their class for 
Semester Two.

We would like to thank the Semester One SRC reps for their dedication and contributions to 
making St Gerard’s an even better school. 
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WELLBEING NEWS

What is resilience?

Resilience enables people to shift back along the mental health continuum towards good 
mental health. It’s not static but is something that can change over time due to experiences 
and circumstance.

Resilience is particularly important for children and young people

A child or young person’s ability to be resilient can depend upon many things, particularly 
their relative balance of risk and protective factors. Depending upon their situation, a child 
or young person’s resilience may vary. Importantly, specific situations or events that one 
child or young person may find challenging, another may not.

The transition from being a child to an adolescent to a young adult occurs over a relatively 
short period of time. Rapid changes in physical, psychological and social development can 
present numerous challenges. Children and young people who are more resilient are better 
able to stay on track with the biological, psychological and social demands of growing up 
and moving through early childhood into adolescence and beyond.

Being resilient is associated with better academic performance and school behaviour and, 
over the longer term, fewer mental health issues and greater life opportunities (including 
employment and relationships). Individual resilience (as well as family and community 
resilience) is something that can be fostered and developed over time. 

From the Be You website
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WELLBEING NEWS
Give Me 5 News

This week in our SEL lesson we revised the “Whole School Behaviour Flowchart.”

The Prep to 6’s discussed that all teachers at St Gerard’s will follow the Behaviour Flowchart when students 
do not follow the expectations present on the Whole School Matrix. 

The Prep to 2’s role played a few scenarios and the class determined if the behaviour was a ‘minor’ or ‘major’ 
behaviour and how the teacher would respond. 
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WELLBEING NEWS
Give Me 5 News Cont’d
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WELLBEING NEWS

Responsible Pet Education

Today (Friday 22nd July) the Prep to 2 students participated in the Responsible Pet Ownership Program.
The students learned how to be safe around dogs and how to say hello to a dog with their owners.
They enjoyed listening, role playing, singing, dancing and even meeting the presenter’s dog!
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MARKET STALL

Our first garden market stall for Term 3 will be held next Thursday 28th July at 3:20pm in the 
church car park.

We will be selling eggs, lettuce, oranges, lemons, parsley, mandarins and rosemary.

A big thank you to our beautiful students who work in the garden on a daily basis!

Get in quick to pick up a bargain! 

Chicken Eggs For Sale

St Gerard’s would like to offer parents the 
opportunity to purchase delicious organic 
eggs laid by our resident flock of chickens.

You can purchase these eggs from the 
school office at a cost of $6 per dozen.

All proceeds from the sale of the eggs 
will go towards purchasing food for our 
feathered friends.

Please email Nicole Fernandez if you 
would like to purchase some eggs. 
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We’ve been successful with our application for a 2022 Woolworths Junior Landcare Grant for our 
project, ‘Greenhouse Magic!’

We will soon be purchasing a large greenhouse! This will offer the students a hands on learning 
experience to experiment with pollination and nutrition and explore the relationships between 
plants and insects.

St Gerard’s is one of 1,054 primary schools and early learning centres throughout Australia 
receiving a Woolworths Junior Landcare grant to help grow our next generation of environmental 
champions.

The children and teachers are looking forward to working and learning from this project and we’ll 
keep you updated on the results.

LANDCARE GRANT
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UNFORM SHOP ONLINE ORDERS
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Please note the following changes in relation to uniform purchases for St Gerard’s Primary School:

Uniforms can now be purchased in the following ways:

Option 1 - Online Order

Access to our Online Ordering System

1. www.aplusschoolwear.com.au
2. Go to SHOP ONLINE NOW (red box)
3. Select your school
4. Uniform listing with images will appear.

Select items you are wishing to purchase:

Style
Size
Colour
Quantity
Add items to bag

5. Once all items are added to bag, proceed to checkout.

6. Select delivery options

a. Pick up from school (free) in comments section please enter your child's name and class

b. Pick up from A Plus Schoolwear (free) 

c. Postal address (delivery charges will apply)

7. Either checkout as guest, returning customer or create a new account.

Orders placed by Sunday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday                             

Option 2 - Fill out the order form and leave it at the school office.
 Orders received by Friday will be delivered to the school the following Thursday

RETURNS
Can be given to the school office and will be either exchanged or refunded by A Plus School wear.

Should you have any queries regarding the above, please contact A Plus Schoolwear

9354 8345 or email angie@agsprints.com.au



❖ Ukraine Support Fund

❖ Dandenong Basketball - New Information

❖ Lyndale United Football Club (Soccer)
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We have requests from a number of community groups to promote their activities and 
services. Flyers are placed on our Community Notice Boards located in the courtyard and a 
current list is contained in this newsletter. 

ST GERARD’S OHSC

If you would like to enrol your child, 
please do so by contacting Marina.

Contact
Marina Walallawita  0402192685
Nominated Supervisor/Educational 
Leader OSHC

❖ Lysterfield Basketball Club

❖ Swimland Swim Club

❖ Springvale Indoor Sports


